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1 The Journey of the
Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society was founded by Sir William Jones, a
revered philologist and scholar of Anglo-Welsh descent on 15
January, 1784 in a meeting held at the Grand Jury Hall of the
Supreme Court, Calcutta. On this occasion Sir William Jones
declared:

"The Bound of investigations will be the geographic limits of Asia,
and within these limits its enquiries will be extended to whatever is
performed by man or produced by nature”

Thus began the journey of the Asiatic Society 233 years ago
and marked the beginning of a new wave in oriental studies.

It is the oldest institution of learning in India and has made a
seminal contribution in the revival of Indian history and
heralding its renaissance. Iln many ways the Asiatic Society
has been the mother institution for the growth and
development of many major academic institutions in this
country like the School of Tropical Medicine, the Indian
Museuvm, the Geological Survey of India, the Archaeological
Survey of India, the Zoological Survey of India, the Botanical
Surve;f of India, and so on and s0 forth.

[nitially, The Asiatic Society only had European citizens as its
members. It was in 1829 that Indians were allowed to be a
part of the society. In 1885, Rajendra Lal Mitra became the
first [ndian President of this organisation. During the early
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years of establishment, the organisation The main objectives of lhcAmticsncietgzr

functioned without a building. After the
government granted it land in 1805, its official
building was built by 1808. The present
building of the society was constructed at the
same site in 1961 and inaugurated by former
Sarvapalli

Indian  President Dr.
Radhakrishnan on 22nd February 1965

The library of the Society is a repository of
information enriched with an exception
literary collection of 1, 09,000 journals and 1,
30,000 volumes of books in various languages
of the world. The museum, which was set up
in 1814, is another Prized possession of the
society. It has a fine assortment of ancient

paintings, manuscripts,

analysis of Asia.

In recognition of the Society's importance and
its immense con tribution in a]] fields of arts
and sciences, Government of India recognized
the Asiatic Society as an Instity tion of national
Importance by an Act of Parliament durin

its bi-centenary year in 1984, With the

responsibility of providi
financial support for j
development in future,

10
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sculptures,
Inscriptions, coins and other precious
artefacts. Researches, translations, seminars
and publications by this society are praised
worldwide for their authenticity and in-depth

as f

ollows:

To organise, initiate and promy
researches in humanities and scens:
Asia so that in the words of Sir Wilis
Jones, the founder of the Society, '
bounds of its investigations willbeints
geographical limits of Asia, and witu
these limits its enquiries will be extents!
to whatever is performed by Manu
produced by Nature";

To establish, build, erect, construd
maintain and run research institutions
reading rooms , museums, art galleris,
auditoriums and lecture halls;

To organise lectures, seminars, symposi
discussion meeti ngs and award T"f
medals, prizes and scholarships I
furtherance of the objects of the Sockty

To acquire, finance or publish o
periodicals, books or other literature
the Society may think fit for th
Promotions of its objects;

To create endowments or trust funds
the promotion of the objects of i
Society.

Since 1984 till date The Society has bee?
Pushing forward its programme = al
fronts following the basic objectiVe
mentioned above.
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i Presidential Address

Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal and Patron of the Asiatic
Society Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi, Professor Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, our General Secretary, Professor Sujit Kumar Das,
our Treasurer, Hon'ble Recipients of Medals, Plaques and
Lectureships, Ladies and Gentlemen!

From the very inception, visual art, a universal
language, has been a very strong medium of
communication in its manifestation all over the world.
This visual expression developed and underwent various
changes throughout the ages, giving birth to new
generations of artists, sculptors, craftsmen and architects
in accordance with their own philosophy, ideology and
religious faith and also their own aesthetic understanding.
In India there is no exception about it, and it is important
to note that the vast treasure of Indian-Art bears a clear
distinction between rural-art, people's art, folk-art and
minor-art as a whole at one side, and the sophisticated
classical-art on the other. The first category of this art,
mentioned above, COmMES from a very high and rich
tradition through generations with certain minor changes
in accordance with time and changes in social life.
Surprisingly if we observe the toys and human figures in

clay and terracotta found in South America and at

‘ Chandraketugarh in South-Bengal, we find they are so
| identical in character that Stela-Kramrisch observed that
they are "timeless and ageless". But in contrast, the high
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categories of sophisticated classical art of
various disciplines of the educated and
cultured urban city people, flourished only
through proper education and formal

Plage - |

Artist ; John Zoffany

training through Guru-shisya parampara
or at the art-atelier of Master Artist. Art
s:lzlhnols as of today were not conceived at
all.

After the fall of Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula
of Murshidabad at Plassey in 1757 (27 yIs
before the establishment of the Asiatic
Society, Calcutta) East India Company
gradually took control over the state of
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, along with their
trade; and settled down in Calcutta as their
Head-quarters of the ever-encroaching
English administration. Under this
r:I}anged situation, indigenous trad ition of
Fme. arts nurtured in Royal-Atelier and
outside, used to be known as Murshidabad
K;?Iam, Patna Kalam, Lucknow Kalam
Jaipur Kalam and so on; dwindling into a
state of dying, now totally became defunct
English culture and Western way of 1ife.»
gradually made its way into the affluent
Soclety in almost all major cities of our

12
O

country. Rich people purchased English
styled furniture, dresses and costumes and
decorated their living rooms and drawing
rooms with oil-paintings, both hn:i:;-ca}*é
and portraits of their ancestors. In ths
changed situation which started from the
late 18th century; English occupation and
administration attracted many competent
English painters from England who flocked
around the country to make a quick
fortune and live in style with attendants
and servants around them. Some of them
worked for documentation of Historical
sites and also for making exotic-Indian
scenic beauty for picturesque landscapes
that fetched a handsome price. William
Hodges arrived in India and stayed here
between 1780 and 1783; then came Tomas
and William Daniel, uncle and nephew
who made their base in Calcutta, made
brilliant engravings and paintings, some
of which are on display at the Gallery 0/
Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata. Other
artists who came to India were James
Forbes and John Grant: both were
engravers and made their station al
Madras. John Zoffani (Plate - 1) and Tilly
Kettle based in Calcutta staved between
1783 and 1789 and pai_nted some
remarkable portraits of important
personalities. Robert Home was also @
competent painter, first settled in Awadh
as a court-painter to the King, and later
came to Calcutta, painted several portraits
for the Asiatic Society and at the same time
he was entrusted with the charge of the
Library for a long time and painted 2
number of paintings which are now in the
Societ}r's collection.

There is no denying of the fact that the
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mvention of oil painting by Jan Van Eyck
in Northern Europe (Burgandy) made a
tremendous impact which augmented the
advancement of Italian Renaissance in the
l4th & 15th century to its highest order
with its three basic concepts and ideologies
ie. humanism, individualism and scientific
approach; and to achieve that, the medium
of oil painting was the most suitable one
in the field of visual art, specially the
technique of thick pigment of paint
blending with inter-mingling of other areas
of shapes, shades and forms creating a
multi-dimensional radiation of light to
achieve a three-dimensional effect in a big
painting. Naturally the style and the act
of painting spread like a conflagration
throughout Europe very quickly.

Being far away from the West, this did
not cast a shadow on the Indian art-
scenario till the Britishers took over the
country and established three art-schools
in Royal Academy Style, in Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay in 1860's. The
objectives of these art-schools was not to
Produce artists at par with the Royal
Academy, but to produce native-artists to
serve their offices, where drawings,
engravings, lithography and
documentations were required which
would minimize the cost of expenditure
dgainst hiring artists from London.

Within a span of forty years, Calcutta
and Bombay Art Schools trained a galaxy
of competent artists and sculptors who
worked in realistic and naturalistic St_‘r’lﬁ_‘:
Most promising among them were Pestonji
Bomanji (1851-1938), M. F. Pithawala (1872-
1937) and landscape painters such as
Abadal Rahaman (1860-1931) and a few

AbNLIAL REPORT, 2017-2018

Plate - 2

Artist : Raja Ravi ¥ arma

sculptors such as V. P. Karmakar (1891-
1967) and others. In Calcutta, Annoda
Prosad Bagchi (1849-1905), Bamapada
Bandyopadhyay (1851-1932) being
students of Govt. School of Art showed
exceptional skill and mastery in portrait
painting in oils and water colour in realistic
style. , .
The Great phenomenon in the art of this
period was Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906)
(Plate-2), a young member of the Royal
family of Travancore, who had learned the
art of oil painting mostly by himself and
started to paint big size pictures on canvas
on the theme from Indian Mythology and
Epics and made his own compositions

13




THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KD:‘._J_‘E_{-_FF-

taking local men and women as models.
Within a very short period of time he
commanded highest honour and respect
for making such naturalistic paintings on
Indian Hindu sentiments, Subsequently he
commercialized his paintings through oleo
graphic reproductions which in course of
time become Bazar Art of Cheaper quality.

From gradual discontent against the
colonial rule in India, sj tuation was gaining
momentum, and from the last decades of
19th century, an extra consciousness of
Nationalism gradually started to prevail
in major cities of this vast country,
especially among the Creative painters,
writers and artists, In  Calcutia,
Abanindranath (Plate-3) and
Gaganendranath Tagore (Plate-4) in
association with E. B. Havel and other
dignitaries of both English and Bengali

Artisy - Abamndmnam Tagare

(=]

Plote - ¢ Armsg Craganendranath Tapeer

elites established the Society of Oriental
Arts in 1907 It was the first organised
association of artists to break away from
the influence of Western Art with a view
to establishing and reviving the spirit of
Indian tradition in visual art (Plate - 3).
This may be called the beginning of
Modern Indian Art, which continued tl
the 3rd decade of the 20th century. In the
meantime, Kalabhavan in Santiniketan was
established in 1922 with Nandalal Bose s
the Head of the institution. Subsequently
the most talented artist and sculptor like
Ramkinkar Baij (both sculptor and painter)
and Benod Behari M ukherjee (Painter)
€merged on the arena by their own right.
Most remarkable murals were created by
Benod Behari on the walls of Hindi-Bhavan
as "Sages of Ancient India" and on the
other side Ramkinkar made huge
monumental sculptures like "Santal family"
and "Koler Bansi" in the open air in cement
concrete; under Nandalal Bose's inspiring
mentorship. Ramkinkar's numerous
Portrait heads including Rabindranath'’s
Portrait-head (now a replica kept in the
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Plaiz- 5 Artist ; Ramkinkar Baij

Rabindranath Tagore Centre of L.C.C.R.,
it Ho-chi-Minh Sarani, Kolkata) is an
nique example of expressionism in
Sculpture (Plate - 5). Similarly Benod
Behari's murals opened up a new and
Modern concept in mural painting done
directly on the walls. Satyajit Ray, a
Product of Kala Bhavan, rightly made a
documentary film titled "The Inner Eye"
Which earned much acclaim.

After Gaganendranath, Abanindranath
and Nandalal Bose in the early 20th
Century marked a stage at Santiniketan
Which can be taken as the second phase of
u5hﬁl‘il‘ig Indian Modern Art in the truest
sense; Rabindranath himself started
drawing and painting seriously from 1928,

ANNUAL REPORT. 2017-2018

contributed more than 2500 works by 1940
in pen, pencil, coloured-chalk and water-
colour on paper. A self-taught artist,
Rabindranath was also considered as the
first modern artist by the international jury
(Plate-6). In fact the 1930s was the most

| crucial and pragmatic period of political

upheaval in the country; and the
ideological feud between nationalists on
religious identity on one side, and realistic-
art against oriental art on the other, was
spreading its slow but steady roots. In the
field of visual art, a consensus was reached
with a feeling of co-existence by
establishing Academi of Fine Arts in
Calcutta in 1934 under the leadership of

Artist : Rabindranath Tagore
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terracotta and pata-chitra of Bankura, his
place of birth in West Bengal. His creations
there on in tempera and Buache were g
done with indi genous colours and
up the doors towards Indian Modern art
with a completely new aesthetic
understanding (Plate - 7).
Similarly, Amrita Sher-Gil (191341) of
a Sikh Hungarian parentage, “an enigmatic
blend of East and West”, studied in the
Ecole des Beaux Arts, in Paris and came
back to India in 1934, after having travelled
the whole of South in search of India’s
actual tradition and its inner soul. Leaving
aside the tradition of Paris, she started to
paint pictures from rural life, women and
children with ethnic facial types and
Ph}fsiﬂgm‘rmy. with flat two dimensional
effect of Indian pictorial character,
completely different from the "Bengal

Amist - Amrita Sher Gill
16
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Plate- 9

Artist : Paritosh Sen

School”. Her pro-position on canvas in oils
were two dimensional; flat colours with
dark faces and figures against a bright and
light background which created an
ﬁl:II}mE-phere of melancholy in them (Plate
- 8),

The beginning of 1940s was over-
shadowed by World War II; the Bengal
fﬁl'nine of 1942 and various social turmoils
in the country which seriously affected the
ihole community of creative people such
§5+ﬂrﬁ3f3, writers, poets and playwrights.
With much anguish and pain they
Expressed a vigorous revolt against
everything so called beautiful. In Calcutta,
A group of artists formed an association,
@lled themselves as "Calcutta Group” in
19‘1'“-" with members such as Paritosh Sen,
Kamala Dasgupta, Prankrishna Paul,
Rathin Maitra, Nirode Mazumdar, Subho
Thakar, Gopal Ghose, Prodosh Dasgupta
(ctliptor) and Hemanta Mishra. The group
had their 2nd Exhibition in Bombay in
5, making a direct interaction with the
Eﬂhl‘empgrﬂr}r art movement there.
U“fﬂr’runatel}r, the Calcutta Group was

AL REPORT, 2017.2018
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quite short-lived, and gradually
disintegrated within ten years for various
practical reasons (Plate - 9).

Prodosh Dasgupto left for England for
higher studies, Nirode Mazumdar to Paris
(Plate - 10), Rathin Maitra and Gopal
Ghose became busy with their personal
assignments and partly for their
involvement with the Academy of Fine
Arts in Calcutta. However, Calcutta Group
was the pioneer and produced a group of
artists who wanted to assimilate the spirit
of European Modern Art Movement of
France and Germany in their works which
sometimes received adverse criticism from
the press and public; yet this was the first

Plate - 1) Artist ; Nirode Mazumdar
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Plate - 11 Artist ; Francix Newton Sours

conscious step towards contemporary
Indian Modern Art. Unfortunatﬂiy, no
much documentation and assessment of
these artists of Calcutta Group were made
or their works Preserved properly for
posterity. 1
Taking cue from the ‘Calcutta Group'
some vibrant young artists founded 4
group, initially with sjx Indian artists
under the banner of ‘Progressive Artists
Group” (PAG) in the commercial city of
Bombay in 1947. This is the most significant
year when India won freedom and
partition was enacted with two-nation
theory. Francis Newton Souza, an artist,

freedom movement in early years took the
lead. He wrote the Manifesto of the Group
and its motto, very strongly rejecting
everything decent and the sentimental art
of Neo-Bengal or British Academics; while
Propagating complete freedom of
expression in Creating a modern aesthetjc.

18

O

f Presidenns Ay

understanding. Initial founder members
were F. N. Souza (b.1924) himself, Sved
Haider Raza (b.1922), H A Gade (b.1917),
K.H. Ara (b.1914), S. K. Bakre {b.1920.
Sculptor), and M.F. Husain (Plate-13). They
had their 1st group exhibition in 1948 in
Bombay that invited at once an adverse
kind of criticism; but they were
indomitable with their inner spirit of
Creative jeal. Souza himself charged with
high emotions, said "We have more firein
our belly than food" (Plate - 11). Some
ore powerful artists joined in PAG in
later years such as K.S. Kulkarni, N5.
Bendre, K.K.Hebber, Akbar Padamses
Tyeb Mehta and Ram Kumar, who are till
this day recognized and accepted as the
most respected artists of the country for
their innovation and thought provoking
creations in the field. However, hundreds
of books and albums have been published
with critical appraisal of those artists and

Artist - S.H. Raja
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Plate - 13

Artist © M.F. Hussain

their works; of-course for a better
understanding of their individual artistic
talents and contributions to the field of art.

After the creation of Lalit Kala Academi
in New Delhi in 1956, with the active
mitiation of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
the then Minister for Education and
Culture, New Delhi, ample opportunities
burgeoned in the field of Visual Arts and
in the various branches of creative Arts.
Main-stream Art became saturated with
the various ideals and standards set by

the International Modern Art of Europe
and America.

o Artist - Satish Gujral

UAL REPORT, 2017-2018

Modern Art that encompasses the whole
gamut of Non-figurative Art, Abstract Art,
Abstract-Expressionism, Pop-Art and Op-
Art started to proliferate from the
beginning of the 20th Century in Europe
and America. The invention of

photography posed a big question to the
artists in respect of making perfect
resemblances of nature by a camera in a

Plate - 13 Adrtist : G. R. Santosh
ate -

split second, during the mid-19th century.
But the responsibility of an artist 1 to
create, and not to copy and mirror an
image with paint and brush, or fto
transform it into stone, wood and bmnrje
or whatever medium it may be. Tl?ls
concept was to be understood as a point
of departure from Naturalism to

Abstraction in visual art.
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Plate - 15

Artist: Tshy Mahammad

A host of talented artists launched in
field of visual art with their own personal
philosophy of Modernism, created a new
kind of art-form: they forgot the visual
reality, giving Prime-emphasis on their
subjective feelings, Creating shapes and
forms, with lines and colours and
arrangements of void and mass with the
basic elements of points, (Binduy, borrowed
from Tantra) tangles, squares

support (canvas, wood, wall etc.) made 2

as .S}red Haider Raza [Plate-u}, Satish
Gujral, Biren Dey, Gulam Roshul Santosh
Ran'%kumar and so on, whq followed thi:-“,r
unbidden Path of 4 unigque visual
expression (Plate 15). we have the privilege
to see their Creations at [ g} Kala Akad:tii

3 _ Prescerssign,

————

architecture, modern designs, moden

lifestyle objects, modern gadgets, most
all, the fast changing cultural

and still have that innate propensity i

penchant to recognize the past which b

led to this wholesome present.

May 1, 2018 Isha Mahammad
Kaolkata President
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Respected President of the Asiatic Society, Professor Isha
Mahammad, Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal and Patron of
the Asiatic Society Shri Keshari Nath Tripathiji, Dr. Sujit
Kumar Das, Treasurer of the Asiatic Society, Distinguished
Awardees of Medals, Plaques and Lectureship, Members and
Staff Members of the Asiatic Society, Guests and Friends,
Good afternoon, on behalf of the Council Members and also
on behalf of the Members and Staff Members of the Asiatic

Society, very hearty welcome to you all.

When I stand before you to deliver the address of the
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, in the second
consecutive year during this historic 234th Annual
General Meeting, my mind seems overwhelmed with a
mixed feeling. I enjoy the satisfaction, along with the
entire team of the Council for the year 2016-18, of
achieving certain positive targets in the backdrop of our
commitments made to the Members as well as Staff
Members of the Asiatic Society on the one hand and to

the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, on the
trained for not matching them

other. 1 feel equally cons r . !
up at par with certain other identified areas of action.

We have been able to open up 4 smooth passage in
expanding our academic activities for which we were

21
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primarily responsible, but we are yet to
touch the finish line in some areas of
organizational modernizations. Of
course, initiatives have already been
taken in that direction,

The vantage point of locating cultural
heritage, in a particular juncture of
historical time, could either be a
continuation of some static philosophical
Propositions or the construction of a
Pregrant threshold accommodating
multiple dynamic stimulations, in the
context of a changing s0cio-political

Scenario. Before | Proceed to

contextualize an empirical premise for
this statement, et me

digress for a

January, 1934 on the occasion of Jubi
Celebration Hosting of the 1504
anniversary of the Asiatic Society ¢
Bengal.

My purpose of Juxtaposing these ty
Citations immediately thrills me, to
out a core human value, in terms of is
manifestations, in the collecti
expressions of innovative ideas anf
enforcement of rational argumentation,
in the framework of conjugating the
human minds. for the great caus
towards their creative journey.

The Asiatic Society is still continuing &
the centre of cultivation of knowledg
engaging its researchers in multiple wijs
In  generating fresh input an
disseminating them to the wider
academia and public as well. It has ber
Cconsistently trying to keep up with that
rich inherited tradition since its founder
Sir William Jones outlined the broad
academic domains, during the
deliberations of his first discourse I
1784,

II

Let me now very briefly reflect back up”
the academic programmes conducted [0°
the last one vear. PEI‘thS you wil]i.k“‘
able to discern, by and large, 2 “'iﬁﬂ‘fle
connectivity in this accommodation o
variety of programmes, with a defini

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-20%8
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functional continuum among them in
some meaningful ways.

We had organized about twenty-four
National and International Seminars and
Workshops and about thirty Endowment
and Special Lectures on issues of topical
importance. In this aggregation,
discussions were held on the
contributions of pioneering individual
social visionaries and academicians of
eminence, in various fields of
specialization. For example, eminent
Sanskrit scholar such as K. K. Handique
to scientists like Asima Chatterjee or
Samarendra Nath Sen; great physician
such as Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy to
renowned linguist Acharya Suniti Kumar
Chatterji; educationist and social
reformist Begam Rokeya to sOcio-
religious preacher Thakur Panchanan
Barma, figured in our academic
programmes. Likewise we organized
seminar/workshop programmes On
tribal life in West Bengal to cultivation
of Sanskrit or Navyanyaya in classical
centres of learning. The range of the
subjects of discussion extended to
Buddhism, Dharmashastra, lost River
Saraswati, Charya Geeti Kosh on the one
hand and Interface of Indian Sociology
and Indology and recent development of
Stem-cell Studies on the other. An
important Round Table Conference was
organized on the status and prospect of

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018

the Sixth Schedule in North-East India.
A number of very distinguished
participants from various parts of the
country took part in this discussion.
Among the Endowment Lectures, special
mention may be made about Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Hon'ble Former President of
India, who delivered the first Raja
Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture at
the Asiatic Society on 20th November,
2017. He talked on the theme "Dr. Raja
Rajendralala Mitra and the Indological
Studies in the Asiatic Society”. It may be
mentioned here that Raja Rajendralala
Mitra was the first Indian President of
the Asiatic Society in 1885. Similarly,
mention may be made about the
Foundation Day Lecture delivered by Dr.
K. Kasturirangan, one of the forerunners
in the field of Space Research in this
country, on 15th January, 2018 on the
occasion of 235th Foundation Day of the
Asiatic Society. He talked on "The
Influence of India's Space Endeavour on
Its Societal Development. Valuable
lectures were arranged on multiple
aspects of Lok Mata Sister Nivedita to
Binode Behari Mukhopadhyay, the
eminent painter of West Bengal, who
conquered his blindness by his inner
vision. In addition to these academic
programmes, two film shows were
organized along with lectures on the
occasion of International Womens' Day
and remembrance of the contributions of

O 23
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Anundoram Borooah, a noted scholar in
Assam. Regular exhibitions were
organized in both Library and Museum
Sections on various subjects of
importance. One exhibition was
organized in collaboration with Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya
(IGRMS), Bhopal on "Time Past Time
Present: Treasures of Human Knowledge
at the Asiatic Society, Kolkata" during
last week of August, 2017.

Similarly, we had undertaken Research
Projects both by our in-house Research
Fellows and by some external scholars
on a number of subjects. A quick glance
could give you a brief overview on the
coverage of subjects being studied. It
included the study of classical text,
editing of valuable ancient manuscripts,
studies on Buddhism, Chinese Sources
of South Asian History, Ancient Indian
Context of Technical Science in the
History of Science and Technology,
History of Medicine and Surgery and
History of Asiatic Society and so on and
so forth. The studies covered from a
Review of Maxmuller's Indﬂlngy to the
Women Empowerment in North-East
India, from a Regional Study in Malwa
(Madhya Pradesh) to Community Study
like Matua (West Bengal), from the
Linguistic Style in Modern Bengali
Drama to the Inscribed Images of Eastern
India, from Adibasis of Jangal Mahal in

24
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West Bengal to the Socio-Linguistic Study
on Kuki-Chin People in North-East Indiz,
from Traditional Goudiya Dance of West
Bengal to the Study of Dance Form
initiated by Nritya Guru Bipin Singh of
Manipur, from Performing Art as
evidenced in the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata to Society as reflected in
Principal Upanishads, from Ethno-
Linguistics to Ethno-Veterinary Medicine
An important conference was organized
on a project entitled "Comprehensive
History of Modern Bengal 1700-1950". A
three-volume publication will be brought
out with contributions from a good
number of scholars of India and abroad.
Professor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya,
Former Vice-Chancellor, Visva-Bharati
proposed the programme and
volunteered to coordinate this prestigious
academic programme. A number of
collaborative programmes were also
undertaken during this period, such a
seminar on Syed Ahmadul Hugq (the
Rumi of Bengal) with Allama Rumi
Society, Bangladesh, on the one hand and
with Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata.
on the occasion of 125th birth anniversary
of Professor Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobis on the other. Collaborative
PTOgrammes were also conducted on
SOme important occasions with various
academic and professional bodies such
as Rajasthani Pracharini Sabha on the
contributions of L. P Tessitory, @
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renowned Italian Linguist who was
associated with the Asiatic Society and
worked on languages in Rajasthan and
Paschimbanga Itihas Samsad on the
contributions of late Professor Asin
Dasgupta, eminent historian and Former
Director of National Library, Kolkata. A
unique seminar was organized by the
Research Fellows themselves at the
Asiatic Society for the first time. They
had chosen a theme entitled "Current
Researches in the Asiatic Society :
Emerging Areas”. Important lectures
were regularly organized during each
Monthly General Meeting where
distinguished scholars belonging to
various academic disciplines of Science,
Art and Humanities delivered lectures

on interesting areas of their respective
subjects.

During this period we had a number of
Indian and foreign visitors. For example,
Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Hon'ble Minister of
Culture, Government of India, H.E. Dr.
Csaba Balogh, Minister of State for Public
Administration, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary, Professor
Arvind Jamkhedkar, the Chairman,
Indian Council for Historical Research,
New Delhi, Professor Mahfuza Khanam,
the President, Asiatic Society of
Bangladesh, Dhaka, Professor H. H.
Robinson, Professor of North American

ANNUAL REFORT, 2017-2018
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Institute for Oriental and Classical

Studies, Dr. Kyoko Niwa from Japan and
SO On.

I

Apart from the above, programme has
been taken for digitization of valuable
books and manuscripts. The Local Area
Network has been started to facilitate the
entire office of the Society with internet
facilities and other network based works
like library automation, digitization. The
website of the Society has been updated.
A new acoustic system has been installed
at the Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic
Society for improving the recording
system of the proceedings of all meetings.
One Book Eye-4 scanner has been
purchased to boost up the internal
digitization work. Readers’ service is
being improved at Metcalfe Hall and
initiatives have been taken to re-organise
the Salt Lake building of the Society.

The Library and Museum Sections, apart
from extension of services to the scholars
across the world, are up to their task of
conservation of valuable books,
documents, manuscripts, paintings and
so on and so forth.

The Publication Section in addition to
regular publications of all memoirs,
journala and bulletins etc. has also
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participated in Book Fairs in Delhi and
Kolkata. The Section has also organized
a Book Bazar recently in the premises of
the Asiatic Society which has aroused a
huge interest among the scholars and
public at large.

On three occasions the awardees of the
last year, who could not personally come
for old age and health problems, were
felicitated either at their residence or at
the Institute where they were affiliated.
For example Dr. Ratan Lal Brah machari,
a noted Biologist, who recently expired,
was felicitated at his residence. Dr. Kapila
Vatsyayan and Professor Suniti Kumar
Pathak were felicitated through befitting
programmes held at India International
Centre, New Delhi and Bhasa Bhavan,
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan respectively.

The Hindi Cell has picked up regular
activities and has also organized the
Hindi Pakhwada, Hindj Karmashala and
other programmes at the Society. In
addition to this, the Society has also
observed some Important Occasions such
as World Environment Day, Swachha
Pakhwada, Vigilance Awareness, Fkta
Diwas, Sadbhabana Diwas, Internationa]
Heritage Day, Anti-Terrorism Day and
80 on. During this period a meeting of
the Standing Finance Committee was

held to dispose of certain routine

Oorganizational matters. The Securit}r
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Section has been more vigilant an
Administration and Accounts Sections
have improved their regular monitoring
system.

To conclude, let me once again reiterate
that during the period being covered i
this annual address, the Asiatic Society
has been able to keep pace with ifs
expected performance and has also been
able to firmly gear up to undertake
multiple academic activities in the
coming months. However, the new
Council will decide about the future
course of action as per the mandate
received from the Members of the
Society. The employees of the Sociely
have always extended their full
Cooperation in successfully implementing
all these programmes. Last but not the
least, Ministry of Culture, Government
of India and especially the Hon'ble
Minister of Culture, Dr. Mahesh Sharma
has extended full moral and positive
support althrough in regaining the
glorious image of the Asiatic Society and
Projecting it before the Nation. Once
again I thank you all at the Annual
General Meeting of the Asiatic Society
today. Namaskar, Namaste.

May 1, 2018
Kolkata

Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018




The Council of the

Asiatic Society
(2016-2018)

#

PRESIDENT:

Professor Isha Mahammad

VICE-PRESIDENT:

Professor Aparajita Basu

Professor Alok Kanti Bhaumik
Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick

GENERAL SECRETARY:
Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti

TREASURER:
Professor Sujit Kumar Das

ANTHROPOLOGICAL SECRETARY:
Professor Ranjana Ray

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE SECRETARY:
Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SECRET. ARY: |
Professor Arun Kumar Bandyopadhyay

LIBRARY SECRETARY:
WU professor Biplab Chakrabarti
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MEDICAL SCIENCE SECRETARY: REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF INDIA:

Dr. Subir Kumar Datta
Joint Secretary,

PHILOLOGICAL SECRETARY: Ministry of Culture, Government of India

i d h h
Shri Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya The Director General,

PHYSICAL SCIENCE SECRETARY: National Council of Science Museums,

Kolkata
Professor Rajkumar Roy Choudhury

The Secretary & Curator,
PUBLICATION SECRETARY:

Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee

Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata

The Director,

st 7 ;- N 3 k‘ :
JT. PHILOLOGICAL SECRETARY Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre, Kolkata

Dr. M. Firoze REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF WEST BENGAL :

MEMBERS: Director of Public Instruction (DFD,

Professor Krishnapada Majumder Department of Higher Education, GoWB

Professor Nabanarayan Bandyopadhyay

Professor Shahnaz Nabi

Professor Somnath Mukhopadhyay

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ASIATIC
SOCIETY EMPLOYEES' UNION :

Professor Pradip Bhattacharya
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PLANNING BOARD
[Constituted under Section 8(1) of the Asiatic Society Act, 1984]

¥,

Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Chairmian

AS & FA, Ministry of Culture, Government of India
Member

Director General, National Council of Science Museum, Kolkata
Member

Director General, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation,
Kolkata

Member

Secretary & Curator, Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata
Member

Principal Secretary, Department of Higher Education, GoWB
Member

President, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
Meber

General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Conoenor
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA @ Planning Board and Standing Finance Camittss

STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 4. Director of Public Instruction (DP)
Department of Higher Education, GoWs
[Constituted as per Regulation 4A (1)) o i
1. AS & FA, Ministry of Culture 5.  Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
Government of India General Secretary, The Asiatic Society
Chairman Member
3 Brirector. Fadisn Mcsem iolkaka 6. Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick
Vice President, The Asiatic Society
Member -
Member
3. Director, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 7 Professor Sujit Kumar Das
Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata Tressiror. The. Asiathe oty
Mewnther Memiber
]
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Committees and
Sub-Committees

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

10.

11,

12.

13

14

[Constituted as per Bye-Laws V]
Professor Isha Mohammad
President

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary

Professor Sujit Kumar Das
Treasurer

Professor Biplab Chakraborty
Library Secrefary

Professor Ramkrishna Chatterjee
Publication Secrefary

Sri Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya
Philological Secrefary

Dr. M. Firoze

Joint Philotogical Secretary

Professor Ashok Kanti Sanyal
Biological Science Secretary

Professor Rajkumar Roy Choudhury
Physical Science Secretary

Dr. Subir Kumar Datta

Medical Science Secretary

Professor Arun Bandyopadhyay
Historical and Archagological Secretary
Professor Ranjana Ray

Anthropological Secretary

Professor Krishnapada Majumder
Professor Sachindra Nath Bhattacharya
Professor Subuddhi Charan Goswami
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
[Constituted as per Bye-Laws XXXVII]

1.

10.

11.

12

13.
14.
15.

Professor Isha Mahammad
President

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary

Professor Sujit Kumar Das
Treasurer
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Professor Isha Mohammad
President
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Professor Sujit Kumar Das
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Biological Science Secretary

10, Professor Rajkumar Roy Choudhury

Fhigsical Science Secretary
11. Professor Arun Bandyopadhyay

Historical and Archiaeological Secretary
Dr Subir Kumar Dutta

Medical Science Secretary

13. Professor Ranjana Ray
Anthropological Secretary

14, Professor Pallab Sengupta

15. Professor Atish Dasgupta

16. Professor Amita Chakraborty

17. Professor Pradip Bhattacharya

Dr M Firoze
Jt. Philological Secretary
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19. Professor Mrinal Kanti Gangopadhyay

MANUSCRIPT & ART PURCHASE
COMMITTEE

1. Professor Isha Mohammad
President
2. Dr Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary
3. Professor Sujit Kumar Das
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5. Professor Suman Kumar Pal
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6.  Professor Ajoy Ghosh
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Professor Isha Mahammad
President

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
General Secretary

Professor Sujit Kumar Das
Treasurer

Professor Somnath Mukhopadhyay

Professor Suman Kumar Pal
Principal, Government Art College, Kolkata

Professor Ajoy Ghosh
Professor Prakash Das
Professor PrasantaKoley

Smt Santi Maji

EXTENSION COMMITTEE

1,

2.

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary

Professor Sujit Kumar Das

Treasurer

During the period the business of the Society

wa

s conducted through the following meetings:

Meetings of the Council :
10 (Ten)

Monthly General Meeting :
10 (Ten)

Meetings of the Library Committee:
11 (Eleven)

Meetings of the Publication Committee :
10 (Ten)

Meetings of the Academic Committee :
11 (Eleven)

Meeting of the Bibliothecalndica Committee:
NIL

Meeting of the Standing Finance Committee:
1 (One)
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Awardees of Medals,
Plaques and Lectureships
for the year 2017

INDIRA GANDHI GOLD PLA QUE:

Dr. M. Hamid Ansari, Hon'ble Former Vice-President of India for
his significant contribution towards Inter-cultural Cooperation and
Human Progress

RABINDRANATH TAGORE BIRTH CENTENARY PLAQUE
Professor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya, Former Vice Chancellor of Visva

Bharati University for his outstanding contribution to Human Culture.

HEM CHANDRA RAYCHA UDHURI BIRTH CENTENARY GOLD
MEDAL

Professor Kunal Chakrabarti, Professor of Ancient Indian History.
Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University for his
outstanding contribution in the field of Indian History

R P CHANDA CENTENARY MEDA L

Professor N Subba Reddy, Formerly Professor & Head. Dept. .ﬂf
Anthropology, Madras University for his important contribution in

the field of Anthmpolng}r.
PROFESSOR SUKUMAR SEN MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Professor France Bhal—tachar}ra, Emeritus Professor of Bengall
Language & Literature, Institut Naional des Langues et Civilizations
entales, Paris for her important contribution in the Academic field.

PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR GOLD PLAQUE
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DR. BIMALA CHURN LAW GOLD MEDAL

Professor Tamo Mibang, Vice Chancellor, Rajiv
Gandhi Central University, Arunachal Pradesh for
his outstanding contribution in the field of
Ethnology and Folklore.

DURGA PRASAD KHAITAN MEMORIAL
GOLD MEDAL

Professor Goverdhan Mehta, FNA, FRS,
University Distinguished Professor and Dr. Kallam
Anji Reddy Chair, School of Chemistry, University
of Hyderabad for his important contribution in
the field of Science.

SIR JADUNATH SARKAR GOLD MEDAL

Professor Ramakanta Chakraborty, Former Head
of the Dept. of History, Burdwan University
and former President of the Asiatic Society for

his important contribution to History and
Religion.

DR. PRABHATI MUKHERJEE MEMORIAL
GOLD MEDAL

Smt. Sabana Azmi, Eminent Film Personalityfor
her important contribution to Women Question
from Ancient Times to date.

RANADHIR ROY MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Professor Sisirkana Dhar Choudhury, Eminent
Violinist for her significant contribution in
Instrumental Music.

INDIRA GANDHI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri, Emeritus meessc-_r,
Dept. of English, Jadavpur University for his
outstanding contribution on Cultural Pluralism.

DR. PANCHANAN MITRA MEMORIAL
LECTURESHIP

Professor R Siva Prasad Rambhatla, Professor,
Dept. of Anthropology, University of Hyderabad
for his important contribution to Anthropology.
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PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR
LECTURESHIFP

Professor Jean Dreze, for his outstanding
contribution in the field of Science &
Technology.

DR. SATYENDRA NATH SEN MEMORIAL
LECTURESHIP

Shri Chandra Sekhar Ghosh, CEQ, Bandhan

Bank for his important contribution on Social
Science.

PROFESSOR SUNITI KUMAR CHATTER]I
MEMORIAL LECTURESHIFP

Professor Peri Bhaskararao, Professor Emeritus,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies for
his important contribution in the field of
Linguistics.

ABHA MAITI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Dr. Subhas Chandra Bandyopadhyay, Former
Secretary, Arts & Commerce, Calcutta University
for his outstanding contribution in the field of
Secularism.

DR. BIMAN BEHARI MEMORIAL
LECTURESHIP

Professor Suvira Jaiswal, Professor of History,
Hyderabad University for her contribution in the
field of History.

G 5§ I SESQUICENTENNIAL
COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE

Dr. Anupendu Gupta, Former Deputy Director
General, Geological Survey of India, Kolkata
for his important contribution on Earth

Science
HONORARY FELLOW

Dr. Kailash Chandra, Director, Zoological Survey
of India has been elected as Honorary Fellow of

the Asiatic Society for the year 2017.
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Major Resolutions adopted
and Items reported in the
E Council during

April 2017-March 2018

Meeting of 25th April 2017

¢ The General Secrutar}f proposed that there should be an
organizational chart showing placement of staff in different
sections with their respective responsibilities along with some
norms of keeping official documents and records, channelizing
files etc. Some delegation of administrative and financial power
is also necessary in view of the increasing load of work on the
shoulder of the General Secretary. The Consultant (Director),
Controller of Finance and the Administrative Officer (IC) may

prepare a draft in this respect immediately for consideration of
the Council.

*  Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick suggested constituting
weeding committee for disposing of the unusable items in and
around different sections in the Society. He also suggested that
the Committee should be constituted with Treasurer as Chairman,
Consultant (Director), 2/3 responsible officers. Swacch Bharat
Programme is part of that, and, if possible to include the
Programme with the Swacch Bharat Programme. Professor Subhas
Ranjan Chakmbmt}’ supported Professor Pramanick’s proposal
and also requested to take up the restoration work of the staircases
of the old heritage building immediately.

*  Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty requested the Coundil ©
handle the cases of M/s. Peiping Restaurant and the M/s. Great
Eastern Hotel, both tenants of the Society, for illegal construction/
destruction of the heritage building seriously.

= ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018
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Meeting of 26th May 2017

Professor Nabanarayan Bhattacharya wanted
to know as per decision of the previous
council meeting whether the Authority has
written any letter to the Hon'ble Minister for
Railways regarding renaming the Park Street
Metro Station as the Asiatic Society Metro
Station and he requested the authorities to
immediately write to the Hon'ble Minister for
Railwavs with a copy to Professor Pradip
Bhattacharya, MP in this context. The Council
accepted his proposal.

Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee, Publication
Secretary, reported that the UGC has recently
recognized our Journal for the purpose of
Career Advancement Scheme and
Recruitment of Teachers and other academic
staff of the Universities all over the country.
Dr. Chatterjee further reported that ISSN No.
of the Journal along with the guidelines for
publication of papers in the Journal and other
relevant information regarding the Journal has
been posted in our website by way of creating
a new web page. It was further discussed in
the meeting that for wider circulation of our
Journal as well as other academic activities of
the Society, our website should be developed
and upgraded as early as possible.

* The Council noted the receipt of Inspection

Report of Autonomous Bodies Cell of the
Ministry of Culture in respect of the Asiatic
Society and authorized the General Secretary
to send them a detailed reply. In this context
the General Secretary also reported that he
has written a letter to the Hon'ble Minister,
Dr. Mahesh Sharma. On receipt of the said
letter of the General Secretary the OsD to
Hon'ble Minister contacted the General
Secretary over phone and informed that the
Hon'ble Minister is expected to visit the
Asiatic Society tentatively by the first week
of June to discuss the problems of the Society.
The General Secretary also reported that he
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has received a letter from the Secretary, Asiatic
Society Employees’ Union putting their
observations on the said report.

The Council noted that the final Mol for the
financial year 2017-18 has been received by
the Society on 2nd May, 2017. In this
connection the General Secretary suggested
to make a Monitoring Committee to review
the programmes month wise and they will
meet regularly to oversee that the
expenditures in all respects are properly
made. The Committee members will include
Library and Publication Secretaries and
Professor Alok Kanti Bhaumik who looks after
Academic Section in addition to the General
Secretary and the Treasurer, Consultant
(Director) and Controller of Finance.
Controller of Finance will be the Convener of
the Committee.

The Council nominated Professor Subhas
Ranjan Chakraborty, Vice-President of the
Asiatic Society to represent the Society as a
Member of the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
Institute of Asian Studies (MAKAIAS),
Kolkata. This needs to be communicated to
the Under Secretary (A&A), Ministry of
Culture, Government of India with a copy to
Dr. Sreeradha Dutta, Director, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Salt
Lake, Kolkata.

The General Secretary reported that he has
received a letter from the CPWD that they
will take up the work of construction of two
additional floors atop the new building
. mmediately and within six months they will
complete the work. In this context the General
Secretary reported that a meeting was held
on 24.05.2017 with CPWD high officials
regarding Progress of work of construction
of two additional floors atop the new building
of the Society. The Council noted the
matter;
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Meeting of 29th June 2017

The Council principally accepted the proposal
of engaging additional contractual Security
Guards. Since there is a need of providing
additional fund, approval may be sought from
the Ministry of Culture, Government of India,
immediately. The Council decided that action
should be initiated by the General Secretary,
based on the deliberations in the Council
meeting, seeking the financial and
administrative from the Ministry.

The Council accepted the proposal in principle
tor institution of an endowment lectureship
in the name of Raja Rajendralala Mitra, the
first Indian President of the Asiatic Society.
But to make available the endowment fund
of Rs. 10,000,00/- from the plan fund under
the head of 'academic activities' of the MolJ,
the Society should write to the Ministry for
this purpose. In this connection By-Law for
this lectureship will also be prepared. For the
first year the Society can approach Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Hon'ble President of India, at
present, to deliver the first Raja Rajendralala
Mitra lectureship after his relinquishing the
office of the President of India. This decision
is made to acknowledge the long association
of Sh.n Mukherjee with the Asiatic Saciety in
various capacities.

The General Secretary reported the outcome

of his meeting with the Secret (Culture
on 27.06.2017 as follows - 7 j

The undersigned attended a meeting with the
Secretary, Ministry of Culture on 27.06.2017
at 1_113 chamber in New Delhi in the forenoon
Tl'?:s. meeting was called by the Se::retar}'.
Ministry of Culture to review the progress DE
quarterly programme and expenditure as per
the Memorandum of Undemtanding (MolJ)
for the Financial Year 2017-18. The Secret

Mr. N. K. Sinha, IAS and the Joint Secret:w’
Mr. Pankaj Rag, 1AS highly appreciated tl}'lj:.:

Major Resolutions M dunng_hprd 2017-March 2018

academic performances of the Society during
the last one year. Mr. Sinha however raised 2
point to the General Secretary of the ASK s
to the disproportionate expenses on the
Academic programmes vis-a-vis the
maintenance of establishment as a whole. In
this connection he also mentioned about the
issue of rectification of the MACPS given to
the employees. The General Secretary, ASK
argued that the Council is very much
concerned about both these points, While the
Council will try hard to expand the Academic
activities in future, but regarding the other
point the Council has been trying to find out
some solution to this pending problem.

The General Secretary further mentioned to
the Secretary, Ministry of Culture in presence
of Prof. Pradip Bhattacharyya, MP (Rajya
Sabha) and the President of the Asiatic Society
Employees Union who was incidentally
present in the room of Mr. N K Sinha, 1AS
after the formal meeting was over. Prof
Bhattacharyya told Mr. Sinha that he had met
Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Hon'ble Minister of
Culture (IC) and suggested to him to initiate
the formation of a committee with the
Secretary, Ministry of Culture, General
Secretary of the Asiatic Society and the
representative of the employees. Mr. Sinha
informed that he is already under a transier
order and shortly going to join his new
assignment under the Ministry of Information
and Bmadcasting_. Government of India.

After this, the General Secretary of the ASK
met the Joint Secretary for expediting the
pending case of approval of the Conm‘""-f'f“
Finance (CoF) on deputation at the Asialic
Society. It was informed that the Integrated
Finance Department (IFD) has raised some
query which will be communicated to the
Society for clarification. The Joint Secretary
again picked up a discussion with the Genera
Secretary, ASK to go for the rectification o
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MACPS at the earliest which will facilitate
the implementation of 7th CPC for the
employees of the Asiatic Society. He also
made a mention that the recovery of arrear
may be delinked at this moment which could
be negotiated with the concerned departments
of the Ministry at a later stage.

The Council approved the Annual Accounts
of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata for the year
2016-17 and authorized the General Secretary
to make arrangement for undertaking the
work by the Audit.

Meeting of 25th August, 2017

The Council unanimously adopted again the
name of Professor Kunal Ghosh, Ph.D., D.5c,
FNA, Director of the Board, Projects &
Development India Limited (PDIL), (Public
Sector Undertaking, Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers, Government of India) for
nomination to the Council of the Indian
National Science Academy 2018 as a
representative of the Asiatic Society.

The General Secretary reported that the
Society's exhibition entitled "Time Past and
Time Present; Treasures of the Asiatic Society,
Kolkata" has been put up at Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya (IGRMS)
which will be inaugurated on 28th August,
2017. A team of two personnel namely Smt.
Sujata Misra, Asstt. Librarian and In-charge
of Library and Smt. Keka Adhikari (Banerjee)
have been sent on tour for this purpose and
the General Secretary has been requested by
the Director, IGRMS to deliver the inaugural
address on this occasion.

Meeting of 22nd September, 2017

The Council approved the proposal for setting
up of a permanent exhibition of Art &
Historical Treasures with the replicas of the
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art materials available in the Society for the
utilization of the Salt Lake building after
engaging the Project Management
Consultancy (PMC) and for supervision of the
work a Committee has been constituted with
the President, the General Secretary, the
Treasurer, Professor Subhas Ranjan
Chakraborty, Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee,
ProfessorAlok Kanti Bhaumik, Controller of
Finance, Librarian and Curator.

Meeting of 17h November, 2017

Some of the members of the Council expressed
their reservations for allowing the extension
to renew the Mol for another year till 31st
December, 2018. Keeping in mind the year
2018 which is marked as the Golden Jubilee
of establishment of diplomatic relations
between India and Bhutan, the Council
approved the last extension not beyond 31st
December, 2018 and authorized the General
Secretary to convey the feelings of the Coungil
to the Ministry of External Affairs as well as
Ministry of Culture, Government of India, in
this regard.

The General Secretary read out the following
names of the members of the Election
Committee for the forthcoming election of
Office-bearers and other Members of the
Council for the year 2017-18 and the Council
noted the constitution of the Election
Committee.

Joint Secretary, In-charge of the Asiatic
Society, Ministry of Culture, Government ::!f
India and the official Member of the Council
of the Asiatic Society representing the
Government of India.

Director of Public Instructions I;DIP[L
Department of Higher Educat%n.n,
Covernment of West Bengal and the ufh.nal
member of the Council ofthe Asiatic Society
representing the Government of West Bengal.
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Registrar of Societies, Government of West
Bengal.

The General Secretary is to report that he has
received an e-mail communication dated 18th
October, 2017from Ms. Subhashini N, Deputy
Secretary, Bhutan, forwarded by Under
Secretary, Ministry of Culture vide letter F.No.
20-1/2015A&A, dated 11th October, 2017
requesting the Ministry of Culture in
consultation with the Asiatic Society for
extension of MoU in the matter of loan of
Dharmaraja statue of the Society to Bhutan
till 31st December, 2018, It was mentioned
that the year 2018 marks the Golden Jubilee
of establishment of diplomatic relations
between India and Bhutan.

Meeting of 25th January, 2018

The Council accepted the Inspection Report
on the audit of the accounts of The Asiatic
Society, Kolkata for the year 2016-17 received
from the Office of the Director General of
Audit, Central, Kolkata and thanked the
Controller of Finance as no adverse comment
was made by the Audit during the regime of
the present Council .

The General Secretary reported that follow-
up action has been initiated regarding
extension of MoU for the loaning of
Dharmaraja (1st January 2018 - 315t December,
2018. Renewal of insurance of Dharmaraja
(which is now in Bhutan) has been made on
24.01.2018 in presence of the representatives
of National insurance, officials of Bhutan
consulate General and Asiatic Society,
Kolkata. A sum of Rs, 3,78,583 /- (Rupees three
lii.lk,h seventy eight thousand five hundred
eighty three only) by cheque has been handed
over to National Insurance Co. Ltd. by the

be submitted on Monday,

30th January, 2018,
Aftar receiving the January, 2018

insurance policy

Temporary Export Permit for the said stanp
will be made in consultation with AS],

Meeting of 26th February, 2018

The General Secretary reiterated his earlier
report that the Hon'ble Minister of Culture,
Dr. Mahesh Sharma, expressed his desire to
the Asiatic Society to organize a function in
Delhi to showcase the Asiatic Society to the
outside world. In this connection, he requested
all the Council members to submit specific
proposal in writing or over phone for
organizing this function. The Council noted
the matter and it was decided that Professor
subhas Ranjan Chakraborty, Vice-President
along with some of the Council members will
prepare a draft proposal and on the basis of
that the General Secretary will convene a
meeting where DG, National Council for
Science Museum, Curator and Secretary,
Victoria Memorial Hall, DG, Indian Museum,
DG, Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation
etc will be invited to draw out the final
proposal for sending it to the office of the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

The Council appointed Shri Arupratan Bagehi,
Administrative Officer of the Asiatic Society
to act as Central Public Information Officer
(CPIO) of the Asiatic Society in addition 1
his position as Administrative Officer. The
appointment of Shri Arupratan Bagchi a8
CPIO be communicated to the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, urgently.

The General Secretary reported that a meeting
of Manuscripts Resource Centre Adyisory
Committee was held on 19.02.20118 which was
functioning at the Asiatic Society since
23.12.2015 with the separate fund rt'ff'lw‘i
from Manuscripts Resource Centre, New
Delhi. The first Mol was signed on Ilﬂg-ﬁlé
between the National Mission for Manuscrips
and the Asiatic Society, Kolkata. The
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Controller of Finance should be incorporated
in the Bank operating system as one of the
signatories. The Advisory Committee decided
to extend the term of appointment of the four
contractual employees (Surveyors 2,
Cataloguer 1 and Data Entry Operator 1) for
one year w.ef. 1.10.2017 as per rules. Shri
Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya suggested that
CUMRC be asked to submit a report of the
work done by them at the Asiatic Society
Dr Jagatpati Sarkar, Sr. Cataloguer, who is
coordinating this project also informed
that the NMM was preparing the National
Database of Manuscripts throughout

the country. The Council noted the
matter.

The Treasurer also reported that a move has
been taken with the Archaeological Survey
of India to renovate the old heritage building
of the Asiatic Society. He reported that Dr.
G. Maheshwari, Superintendent
Archaeologist, ASI, Kolkata Circle has
positively responded to do the same in
consultation with the authorities of the Asiatic
Society. In this connection Professor Subhas
Ranjan Chakraborty pointed out that
whatever renovation work will be done by
the Asiatic Society that must be with the
advice and approval of the Archaeological

Survey of India. The Council noted the
development.

Meeting of 28th March, 2018

The Council approved the order issued for
revision of pay fixation as per the 6th CPC
pay scale as on 31.12.2015 in respect of those
employees of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
which were earlier fixed wrongly due to grant
of wrong 6th CPC pay scales and / or
granting of wrong ACPs / MACPs rectifying
all such anomalies in the 6th CPC pay fixation
after taking into consideration the MACPs that
have become due till 31.12.2015.
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The Council approved the granting of
financial up gradation under the MACPS in
respect of the serving employees of The
Asiatic Society, Kolkata who are in payroll
for the month of March 2018 and in respect
of whom MACPS have become due during
the period from 13.03.2012 to 31.12.2015 in
the 6th CPC scale of pay.

The Council approved the order for
implementation of the 7th CPC pay scales in
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata by extending the
replacement scales of the 7th CPC fo the
employees of the Society as per the Pay Matrix
as contained in Part-A of the schedule of the
CCS (Revised Pay) Rules, 2016 on receipt of
the approval of the Ministry of Culture
communicated vide MoC's letter no. F.No, 20-
5 / 2015 - A&A dated 15.03.2018 so as to
make the payment of salary from the month
of March 2018 onwards at 7th CPC pay scales
and for the payment of 7th CPC arrears of
pay & allowances for the period 01.01.2016
to 28.02.2018 subject to availability of funds
under the respective budget head.

The Council also approved the granting of
financial up gradation under the MACPS in
respect of the serving employees of The
Asiatic Society, Kolkata who are in payroll
for the month of March 2018 and in respect
of whom MACPS have become due during
the period from 01.01.2016 to 01.03.2018 in
the 7th CPC scale of pay so as to incorporate
the upgraded pay arising out of MACPS while
releasing the salary for the month of March
2018.

While approving, the Council extended their
whole hearted thanks and gratitude to the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India and
appreciated the remarkable efforts put in by
the General Secretary and the Treasurer of
the Society.

The Council also appreciated the
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administrative supports made in this course
by the Controller of Finance and the
Administrative Officer of the Society and the
co-operation of all the employees of the
Society for resolving the long pending
issue.

The Council approved the proposal in
principal and constituted a committee
comprising the Treasurer, Dr Subir Kumar
Dutta, the Controller of Finance, the
Administrative Officer and two employees of

Major Resolutions adopted durng April 2017-Marck 204

the Society to be nominated by the Genenl

Secretary for the purpose of implementatio
of cashless inpatient medical facilities o fh
employees of the Asiatic Society.

The Council also authorized the Controller i
Finance and Administrative Officer to prepar
a Standard Operating Procedure [SOP] for i
purpose and to interact with CGHC
empanelled  hospitals for smooth
implementation of the Scheme.
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Activities : Publication
Section

Just after four years of its inception the Society started its publication
in 1788 with the publication of Asiatick Researches. In the words of Sir
William Jones, “It will flourish, if naturalists, chemists, antiquaries,
philologers and men of science, in different parts of Asia, will commit their
observations to writing and send them to the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, it
will languish, if such communications shall be long intermitted; and it will
die away, if they shall entirely cease.” The Society has been publishing
original and noteworthy books and articles to maintain its glory and
high academic standard as in the past, and the Society is known to the
world of learning for its being the first publication house in the country.
Two statutory committees, viz. Publication Committee and Bibliotheca
Indica Committee recommend articles, communications, book-
reviews for publication in the Journal of the Asiatic Society and
manuscripts for publication in book form in different series, viz.
Bibliotheca Indica, Monograph, Seminarand Endowment Lecture, Catalogue
& Bibliographical Works etc. and some under Miscellaneous
publications.

The Asiatic Society publishes books in the above mentioned series,
hesides Journal, Monthly Bulletin and some booklets on different
occasions.

During this period fourteen titles of books, four issues of the Journal of
the Asiatic Society, ten issues of Monthly Bulletin, and four numbers
of other publications including booklets have been published.

The Asiatic Society participated in the Delhi Book Fair, 2017,

D 1 iemational Kolkata Book Fair 2018, and New Delhi World Book Fair
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2018 for enhancement of sales proceeds. The Society
also organised a Book Bazar during 19-23 March
2018. Moreover, the Publication Section has also
tried their best to contact the book-sellers, academic
institutions, libraries etc. by using its modernized
communication facilities. Continuous efforts have
also been made to create a comfortable ambiance
for its buyers by introducing modernized payment
system and promotion of its publication through
social media.

PUBLICATIONS DURING 2017-18
= BOOKS

.  Bengal Nawabs translated into English by

Jadunath Sarkar [Reprint]

Introducing Mahayana Buddhism edited by
Biswanath Banerjee & Sukomal Chaudhuri
{Reprint]

iii. Late Mediageval Temples of Bengal by David J.
McCutchion [Reprint]

Madhyajugiya Bharate Sanskrita Sahitya
Kalikumar Datta [Reprint]

Gaudiya Nritya by Mahua Mukherjee
[Reprint]

Birhor : Ekti Banachari Adim Adibasi
Bimalendu Majumdar

iv. by

vi, by
vii. Inscriptions and Agrarian Issues in Indign
History : Essays in Memory of D. C. Sircar ed.
by B. D. Chatmpadh}ra}ra, Suchandra
Ghosh, and Bishnupriya Basak

Subuersive Sovereigns across the Seas ; Indian
Ocean Ports-of-Trade from Early Historic Tines
to Late Colonialism ed. by Kenneth R, Hall,
Rila Mukherjee, and Suchandra Ghosh
Ramacharitam ed. by H. P. Sastri,
with Eng. Tr. by R. Basak [Reprint]

Kirata Jana Kriti by Suniti Kumar Ch ji
[Reprint] A

wiii,

Chinese Sources of South Asian History in

o

Translation, Vol. V : Socio-Econo-Political
Relations between South India and China, AD
502-1610: With Emphasis on the Fifteenth
Century by Haraprasad Ray

Chinese Sources of South Asian History in
Translation, Vol. VI : From Religion to
Commerce : The Maritime Rendezvous between
India and China, Tenth to Thirteenth Century
AD by Haraprasad Ray

Xii.

Chinese Sources of South Asian History in
Translation, Vol. VII : From Nationalism o
Foreign Occupation : The Mongol Interlude by
Haraprasad Ray

xiii.

History, Science and the Society in the Indian
Context ed. by Arun Kumar Biswas [Reprint]

xiv.

PERIODICALS

Journal of the Asiatic Society,
No. 1, 2017
No. 2, 2017
No. 3, 2017
No.4, 2017

Monthly Bulletin of the Asiatic Society

VoL XLVI  No.5, 2017 [May, 2017]

VoL XLVI  No.6, 2017 [June, 2017]

Vol XLVI No.7. 2017 [July, 2017]

Vol XLVI No. 8, 2017 [August, 2017]

VoL XLVI  No.9, 2017 [September, 2017]

VoL XLVI  No.10, 2017 [December, 2017]

VoL XLVIl. No. 1, 2018 [January, 2018]
No. 2, 2018 [February, 2018]
No. 3, 2018 [March, 2018]
No. 4, 2018 [April, 2018]

Revised * BOOKLETS

. Presidential Address, 2016-2017

. General Secretary's Address, 2016-2017
.  Annual Report, 2016-2017
v,

Catalogue of Available Publications, July 2017
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Activities : Library
Section

Li_brary

The Library of the Asiatic Society with its long glorious history of two
hundred thirty-five years, is the most important component of Society.
The Library is enriched with vast collection of books and journals apart
from manuscripts and artifacts for Oriental Studies. Its importance lies
not in numerical strength but in its rich and unique contents.

The holding is numbering more than 131,000 books and 1,09,000 bound
volumes of Journals in different European, Sino-Tibetan, Russian, South
Asian, Persian, Urdu, Arabic, Pali, Prakrit, Bengali, Sanskrit and other
Indian languages.

The library of the Society offers bibliographic and documentation
services to the research scholars of different branches of study coming
from different parts of India and abroad. The reading room equipped
with books, periodicals, microfilm and microfiche is open to readers
from Monday to Friday between 9.45a.m. to 7.00 p.m. and on Saturday

from 10 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

The activities of the Library are planned and monitored by the Library
Committee set up by the Council. During the period under consideration
the Library Committee met for 11 occasions and submitted their
recommendations to the council for approval.

. Activities during the period

. The Library was open to Readers & Scholars from India & Abroad
for 293 days and served 9448 readers.

1115 books have been accessioned and 1585 books have been
processed in different languages and in different subjects.
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Books Books

accessioned processed

English and other languages 495 878
Sanskrit a7 138

«  (4.07.2017

Bengali 72 175
Persian, Arabic & Urdu 101 101
Pali & Others - 58
Gift 410 209

a

Library subscribed to 78 titles of journals and
received 529 issues of journals. Library received
288 issues of journals on exchange, and 68
issues of journals as Gift during the period.

9448 readers used the Library. 6389 books were
issued to the readers and 3600 books were
returned by them

925 visitors and dignitaries from different parts
of India and abroad visited the library during

the year. 195 foreigners visited the Library
during the period.

Students along with their teachers from 24
different schools, colleges and universities
visited the Library during the period.

Visits of Library by different Institutions:

-

20.04.2017

Two member team from

Bangladesh National Archives
23.05.2017 A team of 26 students and their

teachers from Raiganj University
06.06.2017

A team from Overseas Study
Tour and Feasibility Study for
beginning protocol of co-
Operation between Internationa]
Mother Language Institute of
Govt. of Bangladesh,

25.07.2017

25.08.2017

09.10.2017

11.10.2017

17.10.2017

01.11.2m7

2411207

Activities ; Library Secsipe

headed by Dr. Aruna Biswas,
Additional Secretary, Secondary
and Higher Division, Ministry of
Education, Govt. of Bangladesh

Judit Bala'zs from Ilstvan
Bibogrammar School Heviz,

Hungary

A team from Bangladesh
National Scientific & Technical
Documentation Centre, Ministry
of Science & Technology,
Bangladesh

A team of trainee officers from
Zonal Training Institute (East
Zone) Employees

Provident Fund Organization

A 56 team members from
Mahesh Sri Ramkrishna
Ashram, Hoogli

A delegation from Hungary
along with His Excellency Dr.
Csaba Balogu, Minister of
State for Public Administration,
Foreign Affairs and Trade of
Hungary

A Seventeen member team from
Hunganr

A ten member team from
Radboud University,
Netherlands

A eight member team from
Nalanda Group of Industries
Kolkata

A team of twenty students from
Linguistics department of
Calcutta University
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¢ 261220017 A six member team from
Government of Arts & Science
College, Kerala

+ 06032018 A team of 8 students from A.P.].
Abul Kalam Institute

s 15032018 A team of 39 students and their
teacher from Loreto Day School

¢ 21032018 A team of 9 students from Visva
Bharati University

¢ 3032018 A team of 24 students and their

teacher from Women's Christian
College visited different section
of the Library.

Exhibitions and display of Books &
Journals:

The Library of the Asiatic Society organizes
exhibition on various topics on the occasion of
seminars and visit of dignitaries. In these
exhibitions, the Library display rare books, journals,
photographs, documents etc. emphasizing the rich
and varied resources of the Library. During the
period, following exhibitions and display of books
and journals were arranged which were highly
appreciated by the scholars and media.

¢ (R05.2017-

15.05.2017 Time Past & Time Present :
Treasures of the Asgiatic
Society.

v 21.06.2017 An exhibition on the occasion
of Yoga Divas, a display of
books on Yoga from the
collection of library books was
arranged.

' 23.08.2017-

24 DB2017 A display of books on

Vaishnavism was arranged in
connection with a two-day
seminar on Sanskrit Stu dies in
MNabadwip.

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018
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% 09.10.2017 On the occasion of

inauguration of the renovated
memorial room of Alexander
Csoma de Koros by His
Excellency Dr. Csaba Balogh,
Minister of State for Public
Administration, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade
of Hungary, a display of
books on Alexander Csoma
De Koros and books written
by him was arranged.

° 20.11.2017 On the occasion of the first Dr.
Rajendra Lala Mitra Memorial
lecture, delivered by Hon'ble
Sri Pranab Mukherjee, former
President of India, a

display of books and articles
written on and by Dr
Rajendralala Mitra were

displayed on 20.11.2017,

s 06.03.2018 On the occasion of an
International Seminar on Inter
ReligiousHarmony and
Banglar Rumi Sayid Ahmdul
Hug, display of books on

Rumi and Sufism was
arranged.

To celebrate International
Women's Day, a display of
old, rare and new

hooks on women studies was
arranged.

. 08.03.2018

Digitization:

The Society is planning to boost up the Digitization
Programme of its rich collection. The Society is
planning to digitize at least 10 lakh pages of its rare
books, journals etc. The data will be uploaded in
the Digital Archive of the Society.

A



THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

Activities - Library Section

e L

Under in-house digitization programme, 400 titles
of books/manuscripts have been scanned during
the period and 1530 vols of Microfiches have been
listed and sent for digitization.

Apart from in-house digitization of books /journals /
manuscripts, 'Digitization and Archiving of the
journals and books of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata'-
a project of the Society, has been initiated in
December 2016. Complete sets of Asiatick
Researches (1788 - 1842), Journal of the Asiatic
Society (1832 - 2016), Journal & Proceeding of the
Asiatic Society (1904-1934), Memoirs of the Asiatic
Society, Books in Bibliotheca Indica Series have been
scanned under this project. The work is in pro gress,

Web OPAC: With launching of new Website and
up gradation of Libsys Software, Web OPAC has
been activated. The main benefit of Web OPAC is
that any one from one corner of the world at any
time will come to know which documents are
available in the library of the Asiatic Society if he
searches under author, itle and subject hea-iings of
the documents.

Library Automation: As a part of Library
automation, students of the department of the
Library Information Science, Calcutta University
have been engaged for preparing worksheet of
books, entering data in the Libsys package for full
catalogue and for preparing database since
November 2016. Data for 15,181 vols. of books &
2765 vols. of Journals of Metealfe Hall have been
entered in Libsys by the students. Data for 1,183 vals
of books have been entered by the staff of the Libra ry
during the period.

Collaborative Programmes: The Asiatic Society
organized a collaborative programme at Bhopal on
and from 28th August to 30th September, 2017 with
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manab Sangrahalay,
Bhopal. It was an exhibition on the history and
contribution of the Asiatic Sodiety in the field of

48

human knowledge since its inception. The
exhibition included Archival photographs, digitized
manuscripts and paintings, letters, documents
books and journals. It was highly appreciated by
the large number of visitors of the country,

Eminent Visitors during the period:

- Hon'ble S5ri Pranab Mukherjee, former
President of India,

v His excellency Dr. Csaba Balagu, Minister of
State for Public Administration, Hungary,
Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Chairman, National
Education Policy, Raman Research Institute,
Bangalore,
Professor Irfan Habib, Eminent Historian
Dr. Yoganand Shastri, Former speaker of
Delhi Assembly,
Sri Partha Chatterjee, Minister of Education,
Govt. of West Bengal,
Hon'ble Justice Nishita Mhatre, the then
Acting Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court,

*  Professor Ajay Kumar Roy, Director, Indian
Institute of Engineering Science and
Technology,

. Pandit Srikumar Chattopadhyay,

Metcalfe Hall:

It is a treasure house of the Society which keeps
many old rare journals, books and documents. Over
one lakh bound journals of various foreign
languages and also Indian journals are shelved i
3-tier stack. A programme of face lifting of the
Metcalfe Hall of the Society has been initiated during
this year. It includes creation of modern reading
room, installation of Digital Kiosk, providing OPAC
SETVICe to readers and digitization of its collection
of more than 1 lakh rare Journals.
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Museum

The Museum of the Asiatic Society is a store-house
of priceless and unique collection of Manuscripts
in different languages and scripts. A good number
of catalogues published by the Asiatic Society both
Descriptive and Tabular are remarkable deeds of
thestudy and research of Manuscripts. Manuscripts
collection of the Society is varied and rich, and
covers most of the Indian languages and scripts. The
total number of Manuscripts now possessed by the
Society in its Museum is over 50,000. The oldest
Manuscript possessed by the Society is the 7th
century "Manuscript” written in Gupta Brahmi
Script. The collection of Bengali Manuscripts in the
possession of the Asiatic Society is rich in respect of
number and rarity. The Museum also posseses
Rajasthani Manuscripts which date back the pre-
middle and middle ages Assamese Manuscripts and
Manuscripts in different regional languages in its
collection. It possesses manuscripts on Ramayana,
Mahabharata, Srimadbhagavat, MangalaKavyas,
treatises on Vaishnava faith and its allied subjects.

Also the museum has a rich collection of Arabic and
Persian Manuscripts.

Except Manuscripts the Museum also possesses old
oins in various metals, inscription inscribed on
Copper Plates and has a good number of very rich
ind valuable oil-paintings, mostly portraits. Many
of these were painted by Robert Home, Joshua
Reynolds, Guido, Daniell etc. The famous paintings
that are housed in this Museum are of Cleopatra, A
Ghat at Benaras, Cupid asleep on cloud, Warren
Hastings, John Dewitt, Wellesley and Infant Christ.

Sculptures and Metal Objects in the possession of
the Asiatic Society are rich in respect of number and
historical importance, The Brahma [material-Black
Basalt Stone, Period 12th C.A.D], Vishnu [material-
Black Basalt Stone, Period 11th C.A.D], Brass image
of Dhurm Raja, [at present, this statue is In Bhutanl;
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Brass bearing period 1864, Ashokan Rock Edict
dated 250 BC are the precious possession.

The Museum also possesses a large number of
survey maps drawn by British surveyors in the 18th
and 19th century. Some remarkable maps reflect the
change of socio-political, economic & cultu ral
sceneries of India.

Also it has a large number of old letters of eminent
personalities, rare books and Lithographs some of
which date back to 1784, just after the Society was
founded.

BRIEF ACTIVITIES DURING THE
PERIOD :

.+ Activities during the period

+  The work of cataloguing of the manuscripts is
in progress. The descriptive form of
cataloguing of 406 Sanskrit manuscripts on
Smriti has duly been prepared. The works of
foliation of 13660 folios and 524 handlists of
the manuscripts have also been done. Tabular
Catalogue on Philosophy of collection is also
in progress under the supervision of Professor
Subuddhi Charan Goswami

. The contents of 24 English files containing 658
letters and 784 pages relating to the various
activities of the society have been documented.

. An exhibition on 'History of Science and
Technology of India’ was organised on
20.04.2017.

s+ An exhibition was held on 18.11.2017 in
connection with the visit of an Official
delegations from Poland

. During the period, service has been extended
to 246 readers and scholars of Indian & Foreign
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origin who consulted 992 manuscripts and
other documents in the Reading Room of the
Museum of the Asiatic Society.

« 135 Indians and 61lforeign visitors from
different countries have visited the Museum
during the period.

¢«  Under 'National Mission for Manuscripts’

projects the Manuscripts Resource Centre of
Asiatic Society Kolkata is doing work with an
aim to create National resource base for
Manuscripts.

+ Photo Album and sets of gift items have been
prepared by the Museum Section for the
vigitors and dignitaries.

Conservation

The conservation Laboratory of the Asiatic Society
has been preserving and restoring rare books,
manuscripts, plates, maps etc. since 1984 with
special care and devotion. The functions of the
division are highly technical in nature and works
are being done in precision to avoid damage. The
skilled and professionally trained staff of this
division is capable of performing a wide range of
treatments on bound materials including medieval
manuscripts and old and rare books.

Brief activities during the period:
No. of books & mss. physically verified from the

conservation point rive 2460

No of book- worm infested books and mss
fumigated 1882

Insecticide treatment undertaken by spraying of

Pip’ insecticide in the stack of Library, Museum

and Urdu Section 12 times each Section

No. of fumigants infested volumes treated fun ericide
solution 6711

No. of sheets (full of patches) de-laminated before
lamination 1367

No. of sheets paginated before treatment 18150

a0

No. of brittle & fragile sheets de-acidified before
lamination 17813
Mo. of brittle & fragile sheets collated 17813

No. of warm eaten and jammed sheets of mss, and
rare books carefully

separated for its reconditioning 1450
No. of torn sheets mended before lamination 2565
No. of brittle & fragile maps restored 3

No. of brittle & fragile plates (within the books)
restored 30

No. of brittle sheets of paper mss. examinant 3161

No. of brittle sheets of paper mss. examinant
restored 17468

No. of delicate sheets new laminated using imported

tissue paper (U. K. Origin) m. ¢. paste and cellulose
acetate foil 17468

No. of sheets trimmed after mending and
lamination 20033

No. of volumes departmentally bound 467

No. of newly bounds volumes / (bound by ou tside
book binders) checked 2183

No. of gathers prepared after lamination 550
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Reprography

Reprography is the reproduction of graphics
through mechanical or electrical means, such as
photography or xerography. The Reprography
Section of the Asiatic Society is entrusted with the
work of xerox, digitization and general
photography.

Brief Activities during the period:

1) Xerox: During the period the section made
22431 photocopies of library materials under
Reader Service and 2,41,406 photocopies of
official documents for official purpose.

2) Digitization: Earlier a project had been given to
this Section for digitization of old and rare
manuscripts and books of the Society to prevent
these invaluable collections from frequent
handling by users. Later the project was
extended in order to cope up with the modern
technology. Digitization work is carried out with

3)

the help of Bookeye 2 Scanner and newly
installed Bookeye 4 Scanner.

Digital Camera. During this period, the section
prepared 3964 exposures through its

digitization, covered approx. 3964 folios from
109 manuscripts.

General Photography: This section is also
entrusted with the task of taking photographs
with Digital Camera of different seminars,
lectures, workshops etc., Digital Camera
organised by the Society and also of important
dignitaries who visited to the Society. These
photographs are published regularly in the
Monthly Bulletin of the Society. The Section also
takes photographs from books as requisitioned
by the Scholars. During the period the Section
took 2467 nos. of photographs for official

purpose and 234 nos. of photographs for Reader
Service.

Extract from Visitor’s Book

An extraordinary exhibition of an extraordinary
personality. An excellent tribute.

—Professor K. Kasturirangan, Padma Vibhushan,
Chairman, National Education Policy, Raman
Research Institute, Bangalore.

The example of Csoma De Koros reminds us that
even under the toughest condition, there is
always a path, which leads us to each other.

—Dr Casba Blogu, Minister of State for Public
Administration, Foreign Affairs & Trade, Hungary:

Excellent, well organized and wonderful
collection of rare and ancient books. These
historical documents are amazing and inspire
others. | expect that Asiatic Society will enrich
research activities of the researcher all over the
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world by providing information as per their
requirement.

— Jesmin Aktar,

Director General, Bangladesh
National Scientific & Technical Documentation
Centre, Ministry of Science & Technology,
Bangladesh.
Wonderful Initiative for remembering

wonderful man who will be remembered in
history.

—Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manat Sangrahalaya,
Bhopal.

This is one of the greatest treasures of the World.
Thank you Very much for generous
explorations.

_ FHolelina Hugushewa, The University of

Manchester.
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Activities : Academic
Section

Academic activities including research, national and international
seminars and conferences, workshops, endowment /memorial lecturss,
special lectures and exhibitions constitute one of the most imp.crmﬁt
frontal activities of the Asiatic Society. A brief overview of such
activities organized in 2017-18 is given below:

1. Ongoing 'Internal’ Research Projects S
2. Research Fellows : 24
3. Ongoing 'External’ Research’ Projects : 22
4.  Research Assistants : 08
5. International Conferences held : 03
6. National Seminars held : 21
il Workshops held : 04
8. Endowment/Memorial Lectures : 11
9. Special Lectures : 14
10. Lectures - 05
11. Foundation Day Lecture : 01

Details of these research and other academic activities are given below.

A. Internal Research Projects:

The following Research Fellows are working in different projects
1. PROJECT: HISTORY OF ASIATIC SOCIETY

L

[ “)

Name of the Research Fellow: Moumita Hossain
Name of the Supervisar: Dr, Ranjit Sen
Date of Joining: 09.04.2015

Topic: Proceedings on the History of the Asiatic Society (1842
1947)

O ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018



[SRWLLIAHICHES

1HE AGIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

1 PROJECT : HISTORY OF THE ASIATIC 6.
SOCIETY

+ Name of the Research Fellow : Smit.Poulami
Ray

»  Name of the Supervisor : Professor Ranjit Sen
»  Date of Joining : 16.04.2015

+ Topic : Proceedings of the History of the
Asiatic Society (1842-1947)

. PROJECT: MM. HARAPRASAD SHASTRI
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Sulagna 7.
Bhattacharya

Name of the Supervisor: Professor Pratap e
Bandhopadhyay

+  Date of joining: 20.04.2015
Topic: A Critical Study Advayavajrasamgra

PROJECT: JAMES PRINSEFP FELLOWSHIP
FOR EPIGRAPHY AND NUMISMATICS
Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Minakshi
Banerjee

Name of the Supervisor: Professor
Debarchana Sarkar

Date of joining: 24.04.2015. -

Topic: A Critical study of Select Bhanja
Inscriptions (circa. Sth Century A.D. to 12th
Century A.D.) .

PROJECT: ORIENTAL STUDIES

Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Ankita 9.
Chakraborty

Name of the Supervisor: Prof. Bijoya Goswami
Date of Joining; 13.04.2015

Topic: The Influence of Society and Culture
on Transformation of Indian Healing
Tradition: an Exploration through the
Changed Reading of Manuscript on "
Surgery.
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PROJECT: SARAT CHANDRA ROY
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

MName of Research Fellow: Smt. Amrita Das
Gupta

Name of the Supervisor: Professor Ranjana
Ray

Date of Joining: 22.04.2015

Topic: A study among the migrated tribal
groups living in the urban areas of West
Bengal: appraisal of cultural heritage.

PROJECT: LAN GUAGE AND
LINGUISTICS

Name of the Research Fellow: Tanaya Afroz

Name of the Supervisor: Shri Shyamsundar
Bhattacharya

Date of Joining: 20.04.2015

Topic: Adhunik Bangla nataker sanglap o tar
bhashasailee (Tripti Mitra)

PROJECT : LANGUAGE & LINGUISTICS

Name of the Research Fellow : Smt. Sunanda
Mukherjee

Name of the Supervisor : Shri Shyamsundar
Bhattacharya -

Date of Joining : 24.04. 2015

Topic : The Origin & Development of Bengali
Script

PROJECT: MAULANA ABUL KALAM
AZAD RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP IN
PERSO-ARABIC STUDIES

nName of the Research Fellow: Md. Bakibillah

Name of the Supervisor: Dr. Md. Isharat Ali
Molla

Date of Joining: 17.04.2015
Topic: 'An Account of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad in Arabic: a Critical Study'.
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10.

11.

12,

PROJECT : PERFORMING AND ART
INCLUDING VISUAL ART

Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Dyuti
Sarkar Bhattacharya

Name of the Supervisor:Prof. Debashis
Mondal

Date of Joining: 01.03.2017

Topic: Popularise and Familiarise Rabindra
Sangeet in the 19th and 20th Century.
PROJECT: RAJENDRA LALA MITRA
FELLOWSHIP IN BUDDHIST STUDIES

Name of the Research Fellow: Sri Priyanku
Chakraborty

Name of the Supervisor: Professor Aiswarva
Biswas

Date of Joining: 27.02.2017

Topic: Buddhism in Tripura : Interpreting
Epigraphy, Sculptures and Architectures (c.
6th - 12th Century CE)

PROJECT : SIR WILLIAM JONES
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP IN
SANSKRITIC STUDIES

Name of the Research Fellow : 5mt. Tista
Biswas

Name of the Supervisor
Charan Goswami

: Prof. Subuddhi

Date of Joining : 13.02.2017

Topic : Some Elements of Vedic Culture as
Reflected in the Skanda Purana

PROJECT: HISTORY OF MEDICINE
Name of Research Fellow: Apalak Das
Name of the Supervisor: Prof. Mahua Sarkar
Date of Joining: 16,02.2017

Topic: Leprosy in Colonial Bengal: 1873-1955

O

16.

I7.

Activities : Academi: Sectign

PROJECT: HISTORY OF MEDICINE

MName of the Research Fellow: Sri. Suman
Hazra

Name of the Supervisor: Prof. Gopal Krishna
Chakrabarty
Date of Joining: 10.02.2017

Topic: "Vaccination and Child Health in
Kolkata: From the Colonial to the Present Era’

PROJECT: HISTORY OF SCIENCE
Name of Research Fellow: Smt Sujata Banerjee

Name of the Supervisor: Professor Arun
Bandopadhyay & Professor Rajkumar
Roychoudhury

Date of Joining: 21.02.2017

Topic: Science and Technical Education in
India: A study of the Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore and Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur (1909-1964)

PROJECT: HISTORY OF SCIENCE

Name of the Research Fellow: Sunayana
Maiti

Name of Supervisors: Professor Arun
Bandopadhyay and Professor Rajkumar
Roychoudhury

Date of Joining : 01.03.2017

Topic: Interface of Scientific and Technological
Education, and Industrial Research in India,
€.1920s-1960s: The Central Glass and Ceramics
Research Institute, and the Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics

PROJECT: INDOLOGY

Name of the Research Fellow: Dr
Praggaparamita Biswas

Name of the Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ratna Basu
Date of Joining: 20.03.2017

Topic: Friedrich Max-Miiller's Indology
Revisted: A Holistic Approach to Evaluate the
Turning Points
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11 PROJECT: INDOLOGY
. Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Smita
Halder

y Name of the Supervisor: Prof. Susmita Basu
Majumdar

« Date of Joining: 15.02.2017

»  Topic: Exploring the Malwa Corridor: Looking
Beyond Cities and Trade Routes (c. 3rd
Century BCE to 3rd Century CE)

1. PROJECT: NORTH-EAST INDIA STUDIES

» Name of the Research Fellow: Ms. Mary

Vanlalthanpuii

Name of the Supervisor: Professor

Banerjee

»  Date of Joining: 07.03.2017

Topic: Women and Church Politics, a study

of Mizoram Presbyterian Church and the
Baptist Church of Mizoram

Paula

2. PROJECT: NORTH EAST RESEARCH
STUDIES

Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Manasi
Dilip Nadkarni

Name of the Supervisor:Shri Shyamsundar
Bhattacharya

Date of Joining:31.03.2017

Topic:The Socio-Linguistic Profile of Kuki-
Chin people of Manipur (with special
reference to Simte)

PROJECT: SOUTH AND SOUTH-EAST
ASIAN STUDIES

Name of the Research Fellow: Smt. Kum Kum
Bandyopadhyay

Name of the Supervisor: Professor Rupendra
Kumar Chattopadhyay

Date of Joining: 20.02.2017

Topic: Development of Buddhism in Bihar and
Religious Intercourse between Major Buddhist
Establishments of Bihar and South-East Asia:

A Study of the Epigraphic and Archaeological
Sources.
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PROJECT: FOLKLORE AND CULTURE
Name of the Research Fellow: Dr. Sampan
Chakrabarty

+  Name of the Supervisor: Dr. Pallab Sengupta
3 Date of Joining: 13.02.2017

+  Title of the Project: "Shades of Black or Grey:
Assessment of Negative Characters in Bengali

Folk Narratives with reference to such
narratives of other cultures'.

23, PROJECT: FOLKLORE AND CULTURE

+ Name of the Research Fellow: Sri Biswajit
Biswas

. Name of the Supervisor: Professor Rajat Kanti
Das

» Date of Joining: 07.06.2017

s Topic: "Matua Religious Sect: A study of
Folklore, Spirituality and its acceptancein west
Bengal with an Ethnographic lens”

PROJECT
FELLOWSHIP

3 MName of the Research Fellow: Imran Philip

DR.ZAKIR HUSSAIN

+ Name of the Supervisor: Dr.Kaustubh Mani
Sengupta
« Date of Joing: 20.03.2017

« Topic: Gender, Religion and the Changing
Position of Muslim Women in Bengal, (1873-
1952)

B. On-going External Research
Projects:

1. Project: Chinese Sources of South Asian

History.

Project Investigator : Professor Haraprasad Ray.
Genior Research Fellow, The Asiatic Society

Date of Commencement of the Project : July, 2005.
Dr. Ray has already submitted eight volumes of
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his work for publication. The work of Vol. IX
volume is continuing,

2. Project : Dancing Images in Eastern India:
Their impact on Gaudiya Style of Dance.

Project Investigator : Dr. Mahua Mukherjee, Director,
Centre for Studies in Dance Forms of Bengal,
Professor and Head of the Department of Dance,
Rabindra Bharati University.

Date of Commencement of the Project : July, 2012.
The work is in progress.

3. Project : Impact of the Mautam Famine,
Insurgency, Counterinsurgency and the
Degrouping of Grouping Centres on Urban
Growth in Aizawl, Mizoram from 1959 to
1981.

Project Investigator : Dr. Malabika Dasgupta.
Date of Commencement of the Project : March 2015.

Final report submitted and sent to the Publication
Section. Work completed.

4. Project : Ancient Indian Concept of
Technical Science as Propounded in
Srikumara's Shilparatna.

Project Investigator : Dr. Rita Bhattacharyya
Date of Commencement of the Project : March, 2015,

Out of two volumes, the work of first volume is
completed. The work is continuing,.

5. Project: Mahapurana of Puspadanta-A Study.
Project Investigator : Dr. Suchitra Ray Acharyya.

Date of Commencement of the Project : February, 2015.
Work is continuing,

6. Project : Architectural Survey of Religious

E;ﬁdings in and around Kolkata from 1690-

Project Investigator : Dr. Somnath Mukherjee.

Date of Commencement

et of the Project : November

He has submitted the fina] report of the work

56

7. Project: Lalitkala o Nandantattver Paribhash;.
Project Investigator : Dr. Somnath Mukherjee
Date of Commencement of the Project : June 2016,

The work is continuing.

8. Project : Comprehensive History of Modem
Bengal from 1700-1950.

General Editor : Professor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya.
Date of Commencement of the Project : February, 2017,
Related with the project a three-day International
Authors on the theme
'‘Comprehensive History of Modern Bengal (1700-
1950) was held during 7th to 9th February 2018 at
the Asiatic Society. The work is continuing.

Conference of

9. Project : Survey and Documentation of
Traditional [Oral Tradition] Ethno-
Veterinary Medicines Practiced by Gope
Communities of Rural Bardhaman.

Project Investigator : Sri Apurba K. Chattopadhyay,
Date of Commencement of the Project : April, 2015.

Work is continuing.
10. Project : A Corpus of Inscribed Images of

Eastern India(4th to 13th Centuries CE).

Project Investigator : Professor Goutam Sengupia.
Dr. Sayantani Pal and Dr. Rajat Sanval

Date of Commencement of the Project ; June 2017
Work is continuing.
1. Project : Bengali Translation of Santal Folk

Tales Compiled, Translated into English
from Santali by Reverend P.O. Bodding

Project Investigator : Shri Kumar Rana.
Date of Commencement of the Project : July. 2017.

Work is con tinuing.
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1L Project : Adivasis in West Bengal : a Socio-
Economic Status Report.

Project Investigator : Shri Kumar Rana

Date of Commencement of the Project : October,
M7
work is continuing.

13. Project : Understanding Developmental

Process: A case of 'Denotified’ Tribes in West
Bengal.

Project Investigator = Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das
Dt of Commencement of the Project : March 2018.
The work is continuing.

4. Project : Revising the Utopia: Moulana
Bhasani and the Char areas in Assam

Project Investigator :  Dr. Gorky Chakraborty
Dnte of Commencement of the Project : March 2017.
The work is continuing,.

15, Project : Chin Lushai Border: Community,
State and Market

Project Investigator : ~ Dr. Asok Kumar Ray

Date of Commencement of the Project : July 2017.
Final report has been submitted.

16. Project : The Role of the Asiatic Society in
Socio-Cultural Scenario of Bengal and in
shaping Indo-Occident.

Project Investigator : Dr. Tapati Mukherjee.

D'T’Ifﬂjf Commencement of the Project : June, 2017.

Waork is continuing,

17. Project : Impact of Economic Environment

and Culture on Empowerment of Women

Engaged in Self Help Group activities : A

Study of selected states in MNorth-East in
India,

{;mjrct Investigator : Professor Sharmistha Banerjee
Dr. Mrs. Arijita Dutta

Date of Commencement of the Project ; January 2018,

Work is continuing.
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18. Project : A Dictionary of Bengali Prefixes
and Suffixes

Project Investigator :  Dr. Anita Bandyopadhyay

Date of Commencement of the Project : July 2017.

19. Project : Translation of Dasagrivavadha-
carita

Project Investigator :  Dr. Debika Bhattacharya.

Date of Commencement of the Project : May, 2015.

20. Project : Performing art as found in the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata - A Socio-
Cultural Approach

Project Investigator : Dr. Bijoya Goswami and Dr.
Nandini Bhowmik.

Date of Commencement of the Project : October, 2017.
The work is continuing

21. Project: Society as Reflected in the Principal
Upanisads

Project Inwvestigator Prof. Mrinal Kanti

Gangopadhyay
Date of Commencement of the Project : January 2018.

Work is continuing.

C. Approved External Project
yet to be Commenced

. 'The Paippalada-Sambhita of the Atharvaveda-
English translation, Indices and an aca:{lmnt
of its contents and history' by Professor Dipak
Bhattacharya, Retired Professor of Sanskrit,
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan.

. 'Editing and Translation of two unpublished
Navya Nyaya Manuscripts' by Professor
Subuddhi Charan Goswami.

. "Recovering the History of an
Underpriviledged Social Group: The Varied
Experience of Pulayas in Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century Kerala' by Professor
Rajsekhar Basu and Arun Kumar

Bandyopadhyay.
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External Research Project:
Hosted by the Asiatic

Society

Dr. Kabita Debi, is working on the project
entitled "Training, Care and Treatment of
Elephants under the Patronage of Gauripur
Raj: A Study” with the financial assistance of
Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi,
started her from 1st July, 2017.

Dr. Pranab K. Chattopadhyay, is working on
the project entitled "History of Mirrors in
Ancient India: Origin & Technology Transfer'
with the financial assistance of Indian National
Science Academy, New Delhi, starting his
work from Ist July, 2017,

Lectures / Seminars /
Conferences/Workshops /
Symposium/Colloquium

During the year 2017-18, a substantial number
of academic programmes were organized at
the national and international level, In most
of the cases the programmes were in
collaboration with the Universities or
renowned academic institutes. Eminent
scholars from different parts of the country
and abroad participated in these academic
programmes and presented their erudite
papers. Co-ordinators of the respective
programmes are at present pre-occupied with
editing those papers for publications.
Proceedings of a few of the conferences have
already been published. Some of the
proceedings are in the press and work of
editing other proceedings of the seminars are
continuing,

Here in below we are giving only the titles of
the lectures;’Seminars;’Conferencesf
Workshops along with name of the respective
Co-ordinator/s and Key-note speakers,

April, 2017

18th Lecture by Prof. Atis Dasgupta. Topic: Visit
of Kustigiri Dargah, Near Parui Village,
Birbhum.

24th and 25th Two-day Annual Lectures delivered
by the Research Fellows of the Asiatic
Society.

26th A Panel discussion on Peary Chand Mitir
at Humayun Kabir Hall

May, 2017

1st 233rd Annual General Meeting and Awards
Presentation Ceremony at Vidyasagar Hall
of the Asiatic Society. Addressed by Honble
Justice Nishita Mhatre, Acting Chief Justice
of High Court, Calcutta.

8th One-day International Seminar on Begum
Rokeya and the World of Women'

Joint Coordinators : Professor Uttara
Chakraborty and Prof. Musaraf Hossain

25th One-day Seminar on 'Food and Nutrition in
Health and Disease’ held at Vidyasagar Hall
Coordinator : Professor Sukta Das

June, 2017

12th One-day Seminar in collaboration with
Kolkata Nivedita Shakti on 'Bhagini Nivedita’
Vision in Action’ on the occasion of her 150th
Birth Anniversary held at Vidyasagar Hall
Coordinator ; Dr. Reeta Bhattacharya

13th One-day National Seminar on 'One Hundred
Years of the Publication of Car}'agiﬁkm'
Coordinator : Professor Ratna Basu

21st-22nd Two-day National Seminar on Indian
Sociology and Indology : Interfaces and
Interruptions' in joint collaboration with the
Department of Sociology, West Bengal Staf?
University
Joint Coordinators : Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick and Professor Ritu Sen Choudhury

30th One-day Seminar on Life and Works of Ral
Sahib Panchanan Barma on the occasion of
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completion of his 150th Birth anniversary held 11th One-Day Seminar on 'Buddhi
v dhism and

at Vidyasagar Hall.
Co-ordinator : Dr. Sisir Majumdar

july, 2017

4th Abha Maity Memorial Lecture for 2016 on
Freedom and Secularism in Human World'
by Professor Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay
held at Vidyasagar Hall.

sh-6th Two-day Research Workshop on the Study
of ‘Adivasis in West Bengal : A Socio-
Economic Report’
Coordinator
Institute

- §ri Kumar Rana, Pratichi

1ith Special Lecture on ' Hinduism at the
"Margins" of the Renaissance : Vaishnavism
in Colonial Bengal' by Ferdinando Gardella
held at Humayun Kabir Hall .

19th-21st Three-Day Seminar on ' Revisiting
Jangalmahal: Retrospect and Prospect held
at Vidyasagar Hall.

Joint Coordinators: Dr. Prabhat Kumar Ghosh
and Sri Pashupati Mahato

24th Documentary Film Show on Satyendra Nath
Bose

Script and Direction by Ms. Shila Datta held
at Vidyasagar Hall.'

25th One-Day Seminar to commemorate the Birth
Centenary of Professor Asima Chatterjee.
Coordinator : Prof. Aparajita Basu held at
Vidyasagar Hall.

28th Lecture- Demonstration on 'Duwijendralaler
Gaane Prachya o Praschatyer Melbandhan’ by
Prof. Neela Majumdar held at Vidyasagar
Hall.

August, 2017

ith K.K.Handique Memorial Lecture ‘]aimi?‘i
Mahabharata : Two Manuscriptsby Dr- Pfﬂdl.p
Bhattacharya held at Humayun Kabir
Hall

+
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Buddhist Studies : Bengal's Involvement and

Contribution' Co-ordinator ; Prof. Ratna
Basu

21st Special Lecture on 'Exploring North East :
The Seven Pristine Pearls of Indi. By Dr. Tilak
Ranjan Bera, held at Humayun Kabir
Hall,

23rd-24th Two-Day Seminar on 'Sanskritic Studies
in Nabadwip’

Joint Coordinators : Prof. Mabanarayan
Bandyopadhyay and

Prof. Buddhadeb Bandyopadhyay

September, 2017

14th Special Lecture by Professor Kyoko Niwa
on : ' Rabindranath's short poems with
ceference to Japanese Haiku' held at
Humayun Kabir Hall .

15th One-Day National Seminar on Life and
Works of Ramananda Chattopadhayay

Coordinator : Professor Arun Kumar

Bandyopadhyay

22nd One-Day National Seminar on 'The
Dharmashastras in Socio-Legal Perspective
'held at Vidyasagar Hall.

Coordinator : Dr. Tapati Mukherjee
October, 2017

12th One-Day National Seminar on ' The Lost
River Saraswati : Geodynamic Context

Jt. Coordinators : Dr. S.K.Acharyya and Dr.
Kunal Ghosh

26th-27th Two-Day National Seminar on
‘Ethnography, Historiography and North-East
India’held at the Department of History,
Manipur University, Imphal.

Coordinator ; Dr. H. Sudhir Kumar Singh.
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28th Professor Amiya Kumar Mazumdar (1917-
1998) Centenary Memorial Lecture on 'Sister
Nivedita's Contribution in Indian Awakening’
in collaboration with Vivekananda Study
Centre,

Kolkata held at Vidyasagar Hall Speaker :
Swami Tyagivaranandaji Maharaj.

30th Special Lecture by Professor H. H. Robinson
on 'Applicability of Scientific Principles within
the Srimad Bhagavatam in Modern Times'
Humayun Kabir Hall.

November, 2017

6th Inauguration of the Digital Archive and new
Website of The Asiatic Society by Shri Jawhar
Sarkar, (IAS (Retd.) former CEO, Prasar
Bharati held at Vidyasagar Hall.

7th Two Special Lectures on 'Stem Cell and its
Clinical Implications' by

(i) Dr. Peter Hollands, Cambridge Universil:y,
and

(ii)Professor Niranjan Bhattacharya, HOD,
Department of Regenerative Medicine and
Translational Science, Calcutta School of
Tropical Medicine held at Vidyasagar Hall.

8th One-day Seminar on Siddheswar

Chattopapadhyay (1918-1939) An
Embodiment of Tradition and Innovation
held at Vidyasagar Hall. Joint-Coordinators :
Professor Rita Chattopadhyay and Shri
Soumyajit Sen.

20th Special Lecture by Prof. Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya on ‘Situating Professor
Mahalanobis in the Social History of his times’
on the occasion of the Centenary Year of
Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis in
collaboration with Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata at Vidyasagar Hall

20th Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra Memorial Lecture
2017 on the theme 'Dr. Raja Rajendralala
Mitra and the Indological Studies in the

L2lE]

Asiatic Society’ Speaker: Hon'ble Shri Pranab
Mukherje, Former President of India, at
Vidyasagar Hall.

29th One-Day Seminar in collaboration with
Indian Association to observe the
Sesquicentennial year of Sister Nivedita.

Joint- Coordinators : Dr. Somnath Mukherje
and Shri Suswagata Banerjee,

December, 2017

6th Lecture-cum-Documentary Film show on
Anundooram Borooah held at Vidyasagar
Hall.

Speakers :  Professor Mau Das Gupta and
Shri Amalesh Dasgupta

Coordinator : Shri Amalesh Dasgupta.
Vidyvasagar Hall.

13rd Special Lecture on Artist Binod Behari
Mukhopadhyay by Prof. Ajoy Kumar Ghosh
held at Humayun Kabir Hall.

15th One-day National Seminar on ‘Assessing
the Influence of the North-Eastern Dance
Culture on the Dance Forms of Bengal' in
collaboration with Miranda

Coordinator : Smt. Papiya Ray

28th National Seminar on Looking Back 1942 after
75 years in collaboration with Indian History
Congress and The Asiatic Society held atK
P.  Basu Memorial Hall Jadavpur
University.

January, 2018

2nd and 10th Inaugural and Concluding days of
the Workshop on 'Religion and Art in Early
India’ organized by the Department of Ancient
History and Culture, University of Calcutta
on the occasion of celebration of Centenary
of the Department.

3rd and 4th International Conference on ‘Order /
Disorder in Asia : Historical Perspectives
held at Vidyasagar Hall.Coordinators : Prof.
Rila Mukherjee and Prof. Suchandra Ghosh
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fth Annual commemorative birth anniversary
Lecture in collaboration with Rajasthani
Pracharini Sabha on Dr. L. P. Tessitori held
at Vidyasagar Hall.

15th Observation of 235th Foundation Day of
the Asiatic Society .

Day Oration: Dr.K.
Kasturirangan, Chairman, National Education
Policy, Raman Research Institute, Bangalore.

Foundation

17th Special Lecture by Shri Amalendu
Bandyopadhyay on 'Astrology versus
Astronomy' in collaboration with the Kolkata
Society for Asian Studies held at Vidyasagar
Hall.

18th Meeting on Research Tools for the External
Project on 'Adivasis in West Bengal' by the
Pratichi Institute held at Humayun Kabir
Hal

24th Suniti Kumar Chatterjee Memorial Lectures
by a Professor D.P. Pattanayak, Padmashri,
Former Director, Central Institute of Indian
Languages, Mysore

Topic: " Suniti Kumar Chatterji : A Language
Philosopher Per Excellence” at Vidyasagar
Hall

bl Professor Probal Dasgupta, Linguistic
Research Unit, Indian Sfatistica] Institute,
Kolkata . Topic:"The Neutralistic core of
secularism : an intertextual approach to
Adivasi-mainstream transactions” at
Vidyasagar Hall

Bth  Professor Chintaharan Chakrabarty
Memorial Lecture in collaboration with
Society for Understanding Culture & History
in India (SUCHI). Speaker : Professor
Gautam Bhadra

Topic: Puraner phank phokore pouranik bartaman
held at Vidyasagar Hall.
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February, 2018

5th-6th Two-day Conference on 'Current
Researches in Asiatic Society : The Emerging
Areas’. Speakers and Participants : The
Research Fellows and Research Assistants of
the Asiatic Society.

7th-9th Three-day Workshop on the External
Research Project : Comprehensive History of
Modern Bengal : 1700-1950

Principal Investigator of the Project and
Coordinator Professor Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya

14th One-day Seminar in collaboration with
Manipuri Nartanalaya on Uniqueness of
Guru Bipin Singh in the field of Manipuri
Dance

Joint-Coordinators : Kalavati Devi and Laily
Basu

16th Special Lecture by Professor Subhash Ranjan
Chakraborty

Revisiting 1917 : Search for a Global
Perspective

Speaker: Prof. Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty
held at Humayun Kabir Hall

28th Professor Samarendra Nath Sen Centenary
Seminar at Humayun Kabir Hall. Speakers:
Prof. Siddhartha Sen, Prof. Santanu
Chakraborty, Prof. Atri Mukhopadhyay and
Prof. Debasish Mukherjee. Co-ordinators: Prof.
Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty and Prof.
Rajkumar Roychaudhury

March, 2018

6th International Seminar and Book Release on
‘Banglar Rumi Sayid Ahmdul Haque' in
collaboration with Allama Rumi Society
Bangladesh held at Vidyasagar Hall

7th-8th Two-day Workshop on ' Care of Museum
Antiquities’ held at Vidyasagar Hall

&1
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8th Seminar and Documentary Film Show to

celebrate International Womens Day.
Documentary Film : 'Human Trafficking'
Directed by Sm. Shila Dutta.Lecture delivered
by Prof. Malini Bhattacharya, former
Professor of Jadavpur University at
Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic Society. Topic
of the lecture : 'Nari O Samata: Atoi Marcher
Kichhu Pragna’

9th Special Lecture by Dr. Urmie Ray on 'Science

and Scientism or Distortion of Science into
Dogma' at Humayun Kabir Hall

10th Professor Ashin Dasgupta Memorial Lecture

13th Special Lecture by : 1.

by Professor Bhaswati Bhattacharya in
collaboration with Paschimbanga Itihas
Samsad held at Vidyasagar Hall

Dr. Manas Ranjan
Ray, Former Scientist, Chittaranjan National
Cancer Institute

Topic : 'Indoor Air Pollution and Human
Health' held at Humayn Kabir Hall

15th Dr. Panchanan Mitra Memorial Lecture by

Professor Rajkamal Pathak held at Vidyasagar
Hall

21st Dr. S. K. Mukherjee and Dr. K. K. Rohatgi

Annual Endowment Lecture in collaboration
with Raman Centre for Applied and
Interdisciplinary Sciences, Kolkata. Speaker : Dr.

Somendra Chandra Nandi, Honorary Fellow, The
Asiatic Society.

Topic: 'The Mahabharata of Vedavyasa' at
Humayun Kabir Hall

31st One-day National-Level Round Table

62

Colloquium on 'The Status and Prospects of
the  Sixth  Schedule North-Fasi
India’.

in

8

F. Papers Read in the
Monthly Meetings

April, 2017

Date  : 3rd. April, 2017

Title Dante’s India : The land of the first
sunrise, (A sesqui-hepta-centenmial tribute
to the Poet)

Speaker : Professor Pallab Sengupta

June, 2017

Date o oth June, 2007

Title The Role of the Indian National Congress
and the Hindu Mahasabha i the Partition
of Bengal

Speaker : Professor Atis Kumar Dasgupta

July, 2017

Date : 3rd fuly, 2017

Title Evidence-Based Prescribing Practices :
Public Health Impacts

Speaker : Professor Krishnangshu Ray

August, 2017

Date : 7th August, 2017

Title : The Role of the Indian National
Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha
in the partition of Bengal

Speaker : Professor Atis Kumar Dasgupta

Title . The Invisible Refugees : Muslim
Refugee Women in East Pakistan,
1947-71.

Speaker : Dr. Anindita Ghoshal.

September, 2017

Date : 4th September, 2017

Title  : Energy Environment and Sustainable
Development

Speaker : Shri Prabir Kumar Raychaudhuri
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December, 2017

Date  : 4th December, 2017

Tile  : Social Exclusion in Modern Japanese
Society : Case of Burakumin

Speaker : Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee

January, 2018

Date  : 1st January, 2018

Tile  : First Pioneer Collector of Bengali
Folktales

Speaker : Dr. Sisir Kumar Majumdar

MNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018
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February, 2018

Date : 5th February, 2018

Title  : Understanding Modern Art (Indian
Context)

Speaker : Professor Isha Mahammad

March, 2018
Date : 5th March, 2018
Title : Solar Energy—Past, Present and Future

Speaker : Professor D N Bose

a3



Activities : Staff Training,
Swachhta Action Plan

(SAP) and
Hindi Programme

Staff Training

* The Society has organised 6 in-house training programmes for its
employees during 2017-18 covering different functional areas like
Accounts, Administration, Library, Publication, Museum &
Conservation.

Swachhta Action Plan (SAP)

® The Society has organized various programmes under the
"Swachhata Action Plan” spread over the entire year to create
awareness on "Swatchhata”by undertaking awareness programmes
(Swachhwata Abhijan)

* Special cleaning drives at different sections / buildings of the Society
has also been organized at different times of the year as per the
guidelines provided by the Ministry under SAP.

Hindi Programme
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Computerisation,
Moderinization and
Infrastructural Development

COMPUTERISATION & MODERNIZATION

* The new website of the Society has been launched revamping the
old one with the domain name asiaticsocietykolkata.org

* Digital Archive of the Society has been launched

* One high end scanner (Bok Eye 4) has been purchased and installed
for in-house digitization of rare books, journals and manuscripts

* Theold Public Address system of the Vidyasagar Hall of the Society
has been replaced with a new one having latest audio equipments
and sound technologies

¢ The Passive Phase of the IT Networking has been completed covering
both the new building and old building of the Society

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT

¢ Civil superstructure of the two additional floors atop the main
building of the Society at Park Street has been completed

* One out of the two old Mobile Storage Units of the Museum Section
for storing of Manuscripts, have been replaced with a new modem

mobile storage system with greater facility of space management,
flexibility and mobility.

Construction of the Salt Lake Building of the Society has been
completed

Renovation work of the Metcalfe Hall has been undertaken
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Shri Dhiman Chakraborty
Controller of Finance [On Deputation]

Shri Arupratan Bagchi
Administrative Officer [Dof : 01.02.2018]

Shri Dilip Kumar Roy
Section Officer

Sri Tapas Chatterjee
Section Officer

Smt. Sujata Misra
Assistant Librarian {Library-in-Charge)

Dr. Sanghamitra Choudhury

Assistant Librarian

gmt. Tapati Banerjee

Assistant Librariar

Smt. Amita Bhattacharya (Ghoshal)

Assistant Librarian

Shri Ramaprasanna Sinha

Conservation Officer

Shri Nirmalendu Ghosal
Publication Officer

Gmt. Arati Kundu
Repragraphy cuim Photography Officer
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12,

13.

14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

s

24,

26.

27.

fiff

Dr. Bandana Bhattacharjee
Research Officer

Shri Arpan Ghosh

Security Officer [Do] : 09.01.2018]

Shri Subrata Banerjee

Accowotant

Shri Bhaskar Ghosh

Accountant

Shri Nanda Roy
Assistant Security Officer
Shri Sushil Kumar Roy
Assistant Security Officer

Shri Bijon Kumar Mukherjee
Senior Assistant |Retired on 30.06.2017]

Shri Gadadhar Hazra

Senior Assistant

Shri Swapan Chakraborty
Senior Assistant

Smt. Rina Malakar

Senior Assistant [Retired on 31, 1220171
Shri Sujit Banerjee

Senior Assistanf

Smt. Sutapa Sengupta
Senior Assistant

Shri Achinta Kumar Dey
Senior Assistant

Shri Somendra Nath Das
Senior Assistant

Smt. Bandana Bhattacharyya
Senior Assislant

Smt. Dipa Ghatak
Senior Assistant
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28,
29,
30.
31
3

33.

35.
36.
37.
38.

39,

41,

Employees of the Asiatic Sociaty (201718

Shri Sanjoy Roy Choudhury

Semior Assistant

Shri Asim Kumar Dutta

Sentor Assistant

Shri Swarup Manna

Senior Assistant

Shri Rathindranath Bhattacharyya
Stenographer

Smt. Sumita Datta

Stenographer

Shri Kabi Roy

Stenographer

Shri Palash Kanti Dutta

Stenographer

Smt. Anuradha Bysack

Stenographer

Shri Subir Bhowmick
Assistunt Superintendent [Watch & Ward]

Shri Sukhendu Bikash Pal

Senior Publication Assistani

Dr. Shakt Mukherji

Senior Publication Assistant

Shri Surajit Banerjee

Senior Technical Assistant [Retired on 31.03.2018]

Smt. Rupa Mukherjee

Senior Technical Assistant

Shri Shabbir Ahmed

Senior Tecknical Assistant

Shri Jayanta Sikdar

Semior Technical Assistant

Smt. Keka Adhikari {(Banerjee)

Curator
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45

46.

47.

48,

49,

52,

Dr. Bibekananda Banerjee
Senior Cataloguer

Dr. Jagatpati Sarkar
Senior Cataloguer

Dr. Sarbani Bose
Cataloguer
5.5.F.L Alquaderi

Cataloguer

Dr. Archana Ray

Cataloguer

Shri Amit Ghosh

Assistant Maintenance Engineer
Shri Dilip Kumar Dey
Conservation Assistant (LIA)

Smt. Moly Bhowmik

Conszervation Assistant (LIA)
Smt. Gouri Mitra
Conservation Assistant (LLA)
Sri Kalyan Sen

Conserpation Assistant (LIA)

Sri Dibakar Maity
Conserpation Assistant (L1A)

Smt. Anita Roy

Conservation Assistant (LIA)

Salma Khan

Library Information Assistant [Do] : 15.09.2017]
Shri Ashok Jha

Jurior Assistant

Shri Gobindalal Chatterjee
Junior Assistant

Smt. Malabika Roy

Jumior Assistant
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62.

65.

67.

70.

71.

72.

73

74.

75.

Employees of the Asiatic Society (2017-18)

Shri Kalyan Roy

Junior Assistant

Shri Saroj Kumar Maity

Junior Assistant

Shri Ashok Bandyopadhyay [Publication]
Juenior Assistant [Retired on 31.12.2017]

Shri Somnath Bhattacharyya (1)

Tunior Assistant

Shri Ashok Bandyopadhyay (Accounts)
Junior Assistant [Retired on 31.07.2017]

Shri Subrata Mukherjee

Jrunior Assistant

Shri Subrata Sarkar

Junior Assistant

Shri Murari Bhattacharyya

Junior Assistant

Shri Tamal Ghosh

Junior Assistant

Shri Riyaz Ahmed

Jurtior Assiskant

Shri Dibyendu Dutta Chowdhury
Jumior Assistant

Shri Debasis Dutta

Junior Assistant

Shri Murari Majumder

Junior Assistant

Shri Swapan Kumar Das

Junior Assistant

Shri Paresh Chakraborty

Junior Assistant

Shri Prasanta Ganguly
Reprograply cum Photography Assistant
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76. Dr. Dalia Bandury 92.  Shri Satrughna Manik
Publication Assistant cum Proof Reader Lowwer Division Clerk
77. Shri Samik Biswas 93. Shri Bhaskar Ghosh (Library)
Publication Assistant cum Proof Reader Lower Division Clerk
78. Shri Aloke Dolui 94. Smt. Pranati Mitra
Data Entry Operator Lower Division Clerk
79.  Shri Dipankar Sukul 95. Smt. Chhanda De
Lower Division Clerk Lower Division Clerk
80. Shri Bholanath Ganguly 96.  Shri Chakradhar Bera
Lower Division Clerk Driver
81. Shri Gopal Aich 97.  Shri Dulal Chandra Dey
Lower Division Clerk Driver
82.  Shri Anupam Chowdhury 98. Shri Tapan Kumar Dolui
Lower Division Clerk Driver
83. Shri Tapan Ghatak 99.  Shri Shyamal Chakraborty
Lower Division Clerk Head Security Guard
84. Shri Utpal Bhadra 100. Shri Biswanath MNandy
Lower Dvvision Clerk Head Security Guard
85.  Shri Supravat Majumder 101. Shri Badal Chatterjee
Lower Division Clerk Head Security Guard
86.  Shri Tapas Karmakar 102.  Shri Gouranga Samal
Lower Division Clerk Head Security Guard
87.  Shri Suchand Mukherjee 103. Shri Mustaque Hossian
Lower Division Clerk Head Security Guard
88. Shrn Ra.mpravesh Kumhar 104. Shri Abdul Rasid
Lower Division Clerk Electric Mistry
8. Shri Ashim Krishna Roy 105.  Shri Lakshan Chandra Manik
Lower Division Clerk Carpenter
90. Smt. Mala Chﬂttel‘]ﬂl!‘ 106. Shri Asto Ghosh
Lower Division Clerk Cook
91.  Shri Mintu Da A
el 107. Shri Bijaya Kumar Satapathy
Lower Division Clerk F
Liftinan
70
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108. Shri Shyamal Mondal
Liftrman

109, Shri Tapas Das
Binder{Mender

110. Shri Rabindranath Dey
Binder Mender

111. Shri Alip Ghosh
BinderMender

112. Shri Somnath Bhattacharyya (2)
Bnder/Mender

13. 5Shri Sankar Das
Binder Mender

114. Shri Gopal Chandra Sinha
Binder/Mender

115, Shri Rakesh Sharma
Binder[Mender
116. Shri Subhas Bewra
Attendant [Retired on 28.02.2018]
nr. sk Sajahan
Attendant

118. Shri Sushil Chanda
Attendant

118, Shri Radheshyam Mishra
Attendant

120. Shri Kashinath Guin
Attendant

121, Shri Kali Charan Shaw
Attendint

122, Shri Sambhu Kar
Attendant

123, Shri Harish Das
Sfmfﬁy Guard
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125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

Employees of the Asiafic Society (2017-18)

Shri Uttam Das
Security Guard

Shri Shibaji Pandey
Security Guurrd

Shri Tarakeswar Chowbey
Security Guard

Shri Bansi Bewra

Security Guard

Shri Raj Kumar Prasad
Security Guard

Shri Amal Pal
Security Guard

Shri Shiboprasad Banerjee
Security Guard

Shri Manik Mukherjee
Security Guard

Shri Pradip Chakraborty
Security Guard

Shri Bibhas Dutta
Security Guard

Shri Swapan Sarkar
Security Guard

Shri Rabindranath Das
Security Guard

Shri Rajkishore Prasad
Security Guard

Shri Sudarshan Bera
Security Guard

Shri Krishnendu Dutta Chowdhury
Security Guard

Shri Atanu Batabyal
Security Guard
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140.

141.

142,

143.

144,

145.

146.

147,

148.

149,

150.

151.

152,

153.

154.

155.

Shri Anjan Ganguly
Security Guard

Shri Ashok Kumar Roy
Security Guard

Shri Basudeb Das
Security Guard
Shri Pranab Majee

Security Guard

Shri Goutam Das
Tunior Attendant

Smt. Sabitri Dasgupta
Junior Attendan

Shri Prakash Ghosh
funior Attendant
Shri Sanjoy Paridha
funior Attendant

Shri Bidyadhar Sahoo
Junior Attendant

Shri Tapan Ghorai

Jumior Attendant

Shri Debnarayan Saha
Junior Attendant

Shri Biswajit Ghosh
Turior Altendant

Smt. Tul Tul Dey

Tunior Attendant

Shri Amit Kumar Ghosh
Tunior Attendant

Shri Sanjit Singh

Junior Attendant

Shri Ranjit Singh
Junior Attendant
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156.

157,

158.

159.

160,

161.

162,

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168,

169.

170.

171,

Empioyees ol the Asialic Sociaty (2017.15)

Smt. Lina Banerjee
Jemtor Attendani

Shri Prem Sankar Singh
Jumntor Attendant

5mt. Dipali Dey

Junior Attendant

Shri Kashinath Nandy

Jurtior Attendanl

Smt. Satarupa Banerjee

Juntor Atfendant

Shri Swapnanil Chatterjee

Junior Attendant

Shri Bharat Kumhar

Junior Attendant

Shri Rajesh Polai
Tunior Attendawt

Shri Ritesh Pradhan

Junior AHendant

Smt. Sarmistha Laha

furnior Attendant

Smt. Sudipta Naskar
Tunior Attendant

Shri Surojit Das
Jurnior Attendant

Shri Rakesh Kumhar
funior Attendant

Shri Sourav Majee
Junior Attendant Dol : 29.11.2017]

Shri Chandan Hela
Junior Attendant [Do] : 13.03.2015]

Shri Uttam Santra
Safaiwala
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173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

Shri Nihar Ranjan Majumder
Safatipala

Shri Tapan Kumar Das
Safaieala

Shri Bharat Hela
Saafaiwala

Smt. Laxmi Hela
Safaitoala

Shri Safig Ali Khan
Safaiwala

Shri Sandeep Rajoria
Safarwala

Shri Bairagi Charan Mahapatra
Gardener ( Mali)

Shri Bishnupada Das
Generator cumn Pump Operator

Shri Banibrata Bhattacharya
System Engineer (Computer Networking)
[Contractual Basis]
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181.

182,

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

Employees of the Asiafic Society (2017-18)

Smt. Suranjana Choudhury
Publication Assistant cum Proof Reader
[Contractual Basis]

Shri Asit Kumar Mukhopadhyay
Consultant [Civil Work]

Shri Chandan Adhikary
Casual Worker

Shr Ratan Dutta

Castial Worker

Shri Guddu Prasad
Casual Worker

Shri Rajesh Kr. Pandey
Casual Worker

Shri Chhattu Sarker

Casual Worker

Shri Ekramul Haque
Casual Worker

Shri Bikesh Kumar Singh
Casual Worker
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 The Accounting System has been rationalized by initiating maintenance of accounts through Tally

ERF 9 and aligning the presentation of Final Accounts for

the Ministry of Finance for the Central Autonomous Bodies.

]

the audit of the accounts of the Socie

the 6th CPC.

L

the year 2017-18 :

With the approval of the Ministry of Culture,
the employees of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Out of the 42 outstanding paras of the Inspection

2017-18 as per the guidelines prescribed by

Report of 2015-16, 15 paras have been settled during
ty for the ye.

ar 2016-17, conducted during 2017-18 by the Office
of the Director General of Audit, Central,

Kolkata.

the Society has implemented the 7th CPC Pay Scales for
in March 2018 after rectification of all pay anomalies of

The Society has received the full amount of Grants-in-Aid under different object heads / schemes
against the SBG / RE for the year 2017-18 (Rs.29.05 Crore) which
in the previous year 2016-17 (Rs.23.06 Crore) and the correspon

Statement of Utilisation of Grants-in-

is higher than the amount received
ding utilization has also been higher.

Aid received from the Ministry of Cultures Govt. of India for

5

Component BE for Receipt | Utilisation Unspent
2017-18 during during amount as
2017-18 2017-18 on 31.03.2018
Grants in Aid : General 5.80 5.80 5.23 0.57
Grants in Aid : Creation of Capital Assets 4.30 4.30 2.78 152 |
Grants in Aid : Salary 18.75 18.75 16.48 2.7
Grants in Aid : North Eastern Region 0.15 0.15 0.12 0.03
Grants in Aid : Swachhta Action Plan 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.00
Total 29.05 29.05 24.66 439
74 o
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

Annual Audit Report 2017 - 2018

Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General of
India on the Accounts of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata for the year
ended 31 March 2018

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
as at 31 March 2018, the Income & Expenditure Account and Receipts & Payments
Account, for the year ended on that date under Section 19(2) -uf the Comptroller and
Auditor General’s (Duties, Powers and Conditions of Service) Act, 1971 read with
Section-3(2) of The Asiatic Society Act, 1984. These financial statements are the
responsibility of the Society’s management. Our responsibility is to express an
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.
2. This separate Audit Report contains the comments of the Comptroller &
Auditor General of India (CAG) on the accounting treatment only with regard to
classification, conformity with the best accounting practices, accounting standards
and disclosure norms, etc. Audit observations on financial transactions with regard to
compliance with the Law, Rules and Regulations (Propriety and Regularity) and
efficiency-cum-performance aspects, etc., if any, are reported through Inspection
Reports/CAG’s Audit Reports separately.
3. We have conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally
accepted in India. These standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are frec from
material misstatements. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by

the Management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of financial

statements. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

'I?I.
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4.  Based on our audit, we report that:

i.  We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the best of our
knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit;

ii.  The Balance Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account and Receipts & Payments
Account dealt with by this report have been drawn up in the format prescribed
by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India.

iii.  In our opinion, proper books of accounts and other relevant records have been
maintained by The Asiatic Society, Kolkata as required, in so far as it appears
from our examination of such books.

iv.  We further report that

Comments on Accounts
A General
L1 The Society has not accounted for the interest accrued on the investment of

X1.01 crore for the period between 24 October 2016 and 19 July 2017.

1.2 The Society had not rounded off the transaction amounts in the financial

statements as prescribed in the Uniform Format of Accounts,

L3 The Society had not accounted for provisions for Retirement Benefits
(Gratuity and Leave Encashment) based on actuarial valuation as prescribed in the

Uniform Format of Accounts,

14  The Society has not provided Depreciation as per rates prescribed in the

Income Tax Act ‘6| for (i) Library Books & Journals; and (ii) Electrical

Installations. Further, no Depreciation has been charged for ‘MSS & Art Objects’.

AMNMNIIAT BREPORT WHTMIB
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The Society needs to specify its depreciation policy regarding ‘MSS & Art Objects’

and justify the reasons for not charging Depreciation in the Significant Accounting

Policies/ Notes to Accounts.

B Grants-in-aids

The Society is mainly financed by Government of India, During the year 2017-18, the
Society received total grants of ¥27.69 crore. The Society had an opening balance of
unspent grant of ¥6.82 crore. Out of the total available fund of ¥34.51 crore, the

Society spent ¥21.31 crore leaving an unspent grant of ¥13.20 crore.

C Management Letter

Deficiencies which have not been included in the Audit Report have been brought to
the notice of the General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata, through =

management letter issued separately for remedial/corrective action.

v Subject w our observations in the preceding paragraphs, we report that
the Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account and Receipts and Payments
Account dealt with by this report are in agrecment with the books of accounts.

vi. In our opinion and to the best of ous information and according to the
explanations given to us, the caid financial statements, read together with the
Accounting Policies and Notes on Accounts, and subject to the significant matters
stated above and other matters mentioned in Annexure to this Audit Report, give a
true and fair view in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in
India.

a  inso far as it relates to the Balance Sheet, of the state ot affairs

of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata as at 31 March 2018 and

Page 3of 5
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b.

in so far as it relates to Income and Expenditure Account of the

surplus for the year ended on that date.

For and on behalf of the C&AG of India

AN

iy
]
Place: Kolkata (P.K.Singh)
Date: 18122018 Director General of Audit
{Central) Kolkata
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ii.
i,

iv.

Annexure

Adequacy of Internal Audit system

Internal Auditing System was inadequate in the Society due to the following:

There was no Internal Audit Manual in use.

The Society did not have any Internal Audit wing. Internal Audit was
conducted through internal audit wing of the Ministry but not regularly. No
Internal Audit was conducted in the year of 2017-18.

Adequacy of Internal Control System

Internal Control System is inadequate in the following areas:

There was no Accounting Manual in use.

The heads of account were not coded.

There was no Stores & Purchase Manual.

Purchases were not centralized in the purchase department.

Disbursement is allowed in cash also.

C System of Physical verification of Fixed Assets/Inventory

The Fixed Assets Register was not maintained. Also, physical verification of fixed

Assets and Inventories including Artefacts was not conducted during the year 2017-

18,

D

Regularity in payment of statutory dues

The Society was regular in payment of statutory dues.

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018 O
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

Reply of the Society on the comments on accounts made in the Separate Audit
Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General of India on the Accounts of the
Asiatic Society, Kolkata for the year ended 31 March 2018

General

11

The Society has not accounted for the
interest accrued on the investment of Rs.
1.01 crore for the period between 24 October
2016 and 19 July 2017.

The matter relates to the FDR No. 36032763924
with State Bank of India, Park Street Branch
(Investment Amount Rs.1,01,00,274/-) which was
last invested on 23.10.2016 and enchased at
maturity on 19.07.2017. It was detected from our
records that ne interest was paid by the bank for
the period 24.10.2016 - 19.07.2017. On enguiry
from the bank, we have been told that it was a
technical fault on their part. However, responding
to our letter no. 128493 dated 09.10.2018, the bank
has credited the interest for Rs.4,15,228/-(net of
TDS Rs.46,137 /- on Gross Interest : Rs.4,61,365/-)
for the aforesaid period into our Savings Account
No. 10959203687 on 01.11.2018 which has been
taken into the books of accounts for the year
2018-19 on 05.11.2018 by debiting SBI Savings
Account and crediting Interest on Investment
(Endowment) A/c. with the amount of net interest
received along with adjustment for TDS
Receivable,

1.2

The Society had not rounded off the
fransaction amounts in  the fnancial
statements as prescribed in the Uniform
Format of Accounts,

Item No. 12 of the " Notes and Instructions for
Compilation of Financial Statements” of the
Uniform Format of Accounts, the rounding o
states that "The figures in the Balance Sheet and
the Income and Expenditure Account, if rounded
off, shall be rounded off depending on the
turnover levels ranging from figures less than
one lakh to less than one thousand crore”.
However, such rounding off which is of
suggestive nature has not yet been done to
maintain consistency in year to year comparative
figures and report the actual figures as per ledger
accounts. Moreover, the turnover criteria for
rounding off do not seem to be quite appropriate

for preparation of Financial Statements of the
Society.

The Society has not accounted for provisions
for Retirement Benefits (Gratuity and Leave
Encashment) based on actuarial valuation as
prescribed in the Uniform Format of
Accounts,

The provisions for Retirement Benefits (Gratuity
and Leave Encashment) based on actuarial
valuation will be done in due course and the same
has been indicated in the "Significant Accounting
Policies” in item number 9 of Schedule 24.

ANNUAL REPORT, 20017-2018
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1.4 | The Society has not provided Depreciation as | Depreciation on Electrical Installations has been
;;;rﬁ lra;:i E;Eﬁ;ib&d i; tt;; I;mme Tax ﬁ{:t.d provided at 15% as per the Income Tax Act, 1961
rary Boo ournals; an i f - Fi
it ot Aoty !Further* o {refer item no. 8 of Schedule 8 - Fixed Assets).
Depreciation has been charged for ‘MSS & Art | Since Manuscripts & Art Objects and a substantial
Dhjet:ts_’ - _The Society needs to specify its | portion of the Library Books & journals in the
demun policy regarding 'MSS & Art | possession of the Society are archival items and
Ub]ecfs' and justify the reasons for not |there is no policy in place for providing
charging Depreciation in the Significant | depreciation on archival items, no depreciation
Accounting Policies / Motes to Accounts, has been provided on such items since the

beginning and the consistency has been
maintained in 2017-18. Till such Depreciation
Policy is framed, the matter will be mentioned in
the “Significant Accounting Policies / Notes to
Accounts” [n the Financial Statements of
subsequent periods.

B Grants-in-ald

The Society is mainly financed by Though the Audit has considered Rs. 6.82 crore as
Government of India. During the year 2017- the opening balance of unspent grants for the year
18, the Society received total grants of Rs. 2017-18 (i.e. closing balance of 2016-17), the
2769 crore. The Society had an opening actual opening balance of unspent grants for
balance of unspent grant of Rs. 6.82 crore. 2017-18 per Utilization Certificate of the Society
Out of the total available fund of Rs. 34.51 submitted to the Audit is Rs. 136 crore The
crore, the Society spent Rs. 21.31 crore difference of unspent grants for the year 2016-17
leaying an unspent grant of Rs. 13.20 crore. has already been reconciled and explained in the
reply to Separate Audit Report for the year 2016«
17 as well as submitted to the Ministry of Culture
while placing demand for grants far the year
2(}17-18 where the matter was resolved.

The Unspent Balance of Grants-in-Aid received
from the Ministry of Culture as on 31.03.2018 as
per the Utilization Certificate of the Society for the
year 2017-18 s Rs.4,39,26,285/-

The Utilization Certificate of Grants-in-aid of a
year are prepared on the basis of Receipts &
Payments Account for that particular year {in this
case, 2017-18) and advance payments for
activities of that year (in this case, 2017-18]
which are reflected through Receipts & Payments
Account gets incorporated as utilization of Grants-
in-aid. The difference in the Unspent Balance of
Grants as worked out by the Audit and as
reported by the Society in the Utilization
Certificates for 2017-18 is due to the non
consideration of the advance payments as
utilization of grants. & reconciliation statement is
given below.

b —!
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Reconciliation of Unspent Grants as on
31.03.2018

Rupees in Crore
As As reported
Worked by the
Particulars out Society in
by Audit Utilization
Certificate | |
Opening Balance as 6.82 136
on 01.04.2018
Grants Received 27.69 2769
during 2017-18
Expenditure during 2131 24.66
2017-18(*)
Closing Balance as on 13.20 439
31032018

(*) Difference due to Audit’s non consideration of
advance payments as utilization of grants.

Hence, the Audit Report on Unspent Grants of
Rs.13.20 crore as on 31.03.2018 seems to be
inappropriate, the actual figure being Rs.4.39
crore as per the UC of 2017-18,

Management Letter

Deficiencies which have not been included in
the Audit Report have been brought to the
notice of the General Secretary, The Asiatic
Society, Kolkata, through a management
letter issued separately for
remedial/corrective action.

The suggestions of the Audit on the deficiencies
that have been mentioned in the management
letter dated 18,12.2018 have been noted
Corrective actions have been initiated on all the
five points mentioned therein and appropriate
actions for necessary accounting rectifications
will be taken during the financial year 2018-19.

G 3§ F-(
Hme:lE‘nlhta (Sujit Kumar Das) Cha ) M
Date: December 2018 Treasurer General Secretary
O
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 315T MARCH 2018

CAPITAL FUND 1 393208984.15 | 313658797.78
RESERVES & SURPLUS 2 0.00 0.00
EARMARKED / ENDOWMENT FUNDS 3 2096037199 20220759.90
SECURED LOANS AND BORROWINGS 4 0.00 0.00
UNSECURED LOANS AND BORROWINGS 5 0.00 0.00
DEFERRED CREDIT LIABILITIES [ 0.00 0.00
CURRENT LIABILITIES AND PROVISIONS 7 35332016.69

T

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
' CONTINGENT LIABILITY & NOTES ON ACCOUNTS

Place: Kolkata
Date: 10th August 2018

FIXED ASSETS g8 227117321.05 | 21551384305
INVESTMENTS - FROM EARMARKED / ENCOWME

FUNDS : il 9 1911337600 | 1837053200
INVESTMENT- OTHERS 10 3789500.00 3789500.00
CURENT ASSETS, LOANS & ADVANCES, ETC. 11 199481175.78 | 104056924.23
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE

[to the extant not written off or adjusted]

General Secretary

= ANNUAL REPORT, 007
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

KOLKATA

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2018

income from Sales / Service
Grants { Subsidies
Fees [ Subscriptions
Income from investments
Income from Royity, Publication, etc.
Interest Earned

Other Income
Increase [ [Decrease'_l in Stnclt of Finished

2335995000.00
1375237.50
2340624.00
3223873.00
2568420.00

451963.00

-1545.00

0.00
225363464.03
367900.00
2340624.00
1313327.00
2934219.00
201348.00

0.00

Establishment Expenses

Other Administrative Expenses, etc.
Expenditure on Grants, Subsidies, etc.
Interest

Depreciation

| [Hetathengmmﬂhﬂl

being excess oflnm
over Expenditure {A-B)
Prior Period Adjustments

Transfer to Special Reserve

Transfer to [/ from General Reserve

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

CONTINGENT LIABILITY & NOTES ON ACCOUNTS

Place: Kolkata
Date: 10th August 2018

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018

189264593.00
36628157.00
0.00

7187.13

6281355.00

11772289.37
1947553.00
0.00

0.00

[Alok Kanti Bhaumik]

Treasurer [Acting)

| 140395699.00
22774642.66
0.00
0.00

6881516.00

62469024.37
107487.00
0.00

0.00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

Balance as at the beginning of the year 313658797.78 205TEATIM

Add: Adjustment for Closing Stock of
Printed Publications 22926344.00

Add: Contributions towards Corpus/Capital Fund 2904000 151157
[Grants-in-Aid : Creation of Capital Assets] * = "

Add/ {Deduct) : Balance of net income

{expanditure)

transferred from the Income & Expenditure 13719842.37 6257651137
Account

Copital Reserve

As per Last Account 0.00 0.00

Additions during the year 0.00 0.00

Less: Deductions during the Year 0.00 0,00 0.00 R
2 | Revalustion Reserve

As per Last Account 0.00 0.00

Additions during the year 0.00 0.00

Less: Deductions during the Year 0.00 0.00 0.00 000
3 | Special Reserve

As per Last Account 0.00

Additions during the year urm 2

Less; neducunrudnﬁngﬂm Year 0.00 000 :J: .00
4 | General Resarva

As per Last Mmmt 0.00

Mdn'lnm during the year 0.00 .

Less: Deductions during the Year 0.00 ot Qo0

\ 0.00 0.00

& ANNUAL REPORT, 212218
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1

2 | State Government (Specify)
3 | Financial Institutions

4 | Banks

5 | Other Institutions & Agencies
&

7

Central Gavernment

Fixed Depasits

1

2 | State Government (Specify)

3 | Financial Institutions

4 | Banks

5 | Other Institutions & Agencies
6 | Debentures & Bonds

7

4

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

Acceptances secured by hypothecation of
capital equipment and other assets

0.00

o.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

Advance Received [Subscription]
Interest Accrued but not due on Loans/Borrowings

Statutory Liabilities
For Goods

Hnﬁﬁmu

B

1 | For Taxation

2 | Gratulty

3 | Superannuation / Pension
4 | Accumulated Leave Encashment
5

&

Trade Warrantles / Claims

0.00
71422 .89

71422.89
21000.00
0.00

6633036.00

it fin A

0.00
71422.89

0.00
1255102.00

7142283
8500.00
0.00

1255102.00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

In Government Securities 0.00

2 | Other Approved Securities 0.00 0.00
3 | Shares 0.00 0.00
4 | Debentures & Bonds 0.00 0.00
5 | Subsidiaries and Joint Ventures 0.00 .00
6 | Others: TDRs with SBI Park 5t & UBI Park 5t 191133765.00

In Government Securities _ ' s

2 | Other Approved Securitiss 0.00 a0
: 0.00 0.00

4 | Debentures & Bands
5 | Subsidiaries and Joint Ventures

0.00 0.00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

Inventories

Stores B Spares

Loose Tools

Stock In Trade

Finished Goods [Printed Publications]
Work in Progress

Raw Materials [Preservation Materials]
Sundry Debtors

Debts gutstanding for a period
exceeding six months

Others

Cash Balances in Hand
Bank Balances =

With Scheduled Banks

On Current Account

On Deposit Account

On Savings Account

With Non-Scheduled Banks
On Current Account

On Deposit Account

On Savings Account

ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018

0.00
0,00

22926344.00
0.00
33067.00

1856881.22
0.00

A45358870.99
0.00
27354956.77

22959411.00

18688122
94303.00

7271382776

.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
34612.00

18688122
0.00

-11974206.38
0.00
43183073.56

0.00
0.00
0.00

34612.00

186E81.22
A0468.00

31208867.18

0,00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Balance Sheet at 31st March 2018

Loans

Employess

Other Entities engaged in similar activities
Others

Advances and other amounts recoverable
fntashurldminrfwnluetﬂharnoemd
On Capital Account

Adv. Payment to Journal Subscription
Security Deposits

Earmnest Money

With Dept. of Income Tax [TDS)

TDS on Contract Payments [2017-18]
Others [Employees / Scholars/Suppliers)
Income Accrued

On Investments from

Earmarked/ Endowment Eund

On Investments- Others

On Loans and Advances
Rent Receivable
Subscription Receivable
Grants Recejvable

e Rocchiable

78045264.00
62759451.03
1282098.84
1500.00
684.00
96759.00

12352471.73

265859.00

0.00
o.00
3026787 .40
1668207 80

503670.00

SB8058228.60

836798.00
0.00
0.00

50227384.00
5557189.03
1283098 84

1500.00
63400

0.00
11065020.64

128961.12

ANNUAL REFORT, 20172013
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

received)
1 | Central Government 233995000.00 225363454.03
2 | State Government (specify) 0.00 0.00
3 | Government Agencies 0.00 0.00
4 | Institutions / Welfare Bodies 0.00 0.00
5 | International Organizations 0.00 0.00
6 0.00

Revenue Grants
{treated as Income)

Entrance / Admission Fees e
Annual Fees / Subscriptions m‘::ﬁ'ﬁﬂ
Life Membership Fees 4 '

Hon o d= e k|

Seminar / Programme Fees gg‘{;
Consultancy Fees 000 |
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

(Income from Investment from
Earmarked / Endowment Funds
transferred to Funds)

Interest 810212.09 813256.12
Dividend 0.00 0.00
Rents 2340624.00 2340624.00
LOthers

1
2
3

L

Income from Royalty " 0.00
Income from Publications 1279267.00
3 Dt:Sa!enf Photos / Replicas

Sale of Mema .
| Sale of Photo Albums
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{a)
(b
{c)

(a)
(b}
()

{a)
()
(i)
(i}
(b}

Sale of
| Sale of Vehicle

Micro Film / Xerox

Annual Audit Report 2017 - 2018

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

nnTetm

With Scheduled Banks 0.00 807023.00

With Non- Scheduled Banks 0.00 0.00

With institutions 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 807093.00
On Savings Accounts

With Scheduled Banks 2267167.00 1822686.00

With Non- Scheduled Banks 0.00 0.00

With Institutions 0.00 | 2267167.00 0.00 | 1822686.00
On Loans

Employees / Staff 304440.00

Interest on House Building Loan 56580.00

Interest on Computer Loan 212823.00

Interest on Scooter Loan 31859.00

Others 0.00 | 301262.00 0.00 | 304440.00
Interest on Debtors and

S Bacbtiey L _________1____ 7,05 (N—

Sale/ spusal nfsets

Export Incentives Realized
Fees for Mila neous Services :

Office Equipment

Misc, R&oei

| 3112000
347843.00
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

1 | Closing Stock

(a] | Finished Gods 0,00 0.00
[Printed Publications]

(b) | Work-in-Progress 0.00 0.00

(e} | Raw Materials 33067.00 33067.00 0.00 0.00
[Preservation Materials]

2 | Less: Opening Stock

(a) | Finished Gods 0.00 0.00
[Printed Publications]

{b) | Work-in-Progress 0.00 0.00

{c) | Raw Materials

tion Materl]

i

1 | Salary & Wages 13309664600 33825114.00
2 | Allowances & Bonus 5227315.00 82805466.00
3 | Employer's Co tribution to EPF
p -:we : n to 13941893.00 11800152.00

4 | Administrative Charges on EPF 728939.00
5 | Contribution to Other Funds (NPS) 57367.00 159642.00
6 | Leave Salary Contribution 150081.00 0.00
7 | Staff Welfare Expenses 93060.00 0.00
g | Expenses on Employees'

Retirement & Terminal Benefits i <ty

Retirement & Terminal Benefits
g =

(Against Provisions) S i
10 | Leave Travel Concession (LT 1275419.00 661578.00
11 | Leave Encashment (LTC) 218502.00 0.00
12 | Reimbursement of Medical Expenses 571584.00 953152.00
12 | Honorarium 6800.00 129400.00

ANMUAL REPORT, 2017-2018
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the vear ended 31st March 2018

Salaries & Wages to Regular Employees
&'Na 25 to Contractual Employees

Death-cum-Retirement Gratuity
Leave Encashment

Travelling Allorwanc:e [TAIDA] 818373.00 623949.00

1
2 | Local Conveyance (staff) 682385.00 493570.00 o
3 i.ncal Cun\reyranne [nthers] ) 55500.00 | 1556258.00 0.00 | 1117513.

1 Telenhurse P15 _ 96500.00 152?4z.$
2 | Postage & Communication Charges 453395.00 zz.uuu.m o D
| Internet Charges 389049.00 | 938944.00 0.

1 Rjepairs & Mamtenance Euuldlng 432931.00 1107471.00

2 | Repairs & Maintenance- Lift 87911.00 10360.00

3 | Repairs & Maintenance- AC Machine 894568.00 669384.00

4 | Repairs & Maintenance- Generator 125347.00 5?021.$

5 | Repairs & Maintenance- Furniture 0.00 mam.m

6 | Repairs & Maintenance- Computer 15333.$ g::;ﬂ.m

7 | Repairs & Maintenance- Electrical 134021. :

g REEairs B Main::nanf:ea Others 371045.00 | 2062156.00 | 263871.00 2239638.00
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ANNUAL REPORT, 2017-2018 =)



Annual Audit Report 2017- 2018
THE AGSIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA '

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Scheduleahmingmﬂﬂlmma&&pendhmmumfmﬂaamandndimmmu

1 | Advertisement & Publicity 2456611.00 1011891.00

2 | Printing & Stationery 771963.00 1015258.00

3 | Excise Duty 0.00 0.00

4 | Rent, Rates & Taxes 512070.00 533100.00

5 | Vehicle Running & Maintenance 338961.00 329553.00

& | Electricity & Power 1658907.00 1569044.00

7 | Water Charges 0.00 0.00

8 | Insurance 120225.00 123182.00

9 | Auditors' Remuneration T74770.00 1341140.00

10 | Freight & Forwarding Expenses 0.00 5800.00

11 | Security & Housekeeping Expenses 2222067.00 0.00
12 | Meeting Expenses 913437.00 1146189.00

12 | Development of Computer 0.00 400920.00

14 | Cleaning & Washing 124174.00 115468.00

15 | Staff Training 105365.00 52049.00

16 | Contingencies 200920.50 434775.66

17 | Legal Expenses 232530.00 227800.00

18 | Awards & Incentives 2400.00 0.00

19 | Medals & Awards 4200.00 0.00

20 | Office Expenses 455663.00 0.00
21 | Office Supplies 148657.00 0.00
22 | Professional Fees 369205.00 0.00
23 | Election Expenses 1150.00 0.00
24 | Bank Charges 16591.50 0.00
25 | Website Development & Maintenance 94788.00 | 11525655.00 0.00 | 8306169.66
1 | Publication of Books, Journals & Bulletin 296139500 1399257.00

2 | Promotion of Publications 14426700 0.00

3 | Book Fairs & Book Exhibitions 212589.00 3618251.00 27543400 | 1674691.00
1 | Expenses gn Seminar / Workshops 3865545.00 2751028.00

2 | Expenses on Vishny Dharma Puran 0.00 10000.00

3 | Dr. Raja Rajendralala Mitra M Lecture 158844.00 0.00

4 | Rabindranath Tagore Birth Cent, Plague 15493.00 0.00

5 | Documentation of pr ammes 34348.00 | 407423000 0.00 | 2761028.00
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NON-PLAN

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

Current Year Previous Year
R. |  Rs. R. |  Rs
Celebration of Important Days 919750.00 0.00
Exhibition 529605 132399.00
Hindi Programme 5813.00 0.00
Expenses on President / V.P. Visit 0.00 | 1455168.00 | 216883.00 | 349282.00
1 | Conservation and Binding of Books & Mss | 1149635.00 571080.00
2 | Library Automation Programme 1338400.00 37275.00
3 | Digitization of Mss & Rare Books 254585.00 0.00
4 | Materials for Museum 26396.00 0.00
5 | Preservation of Paintings & Art Objects 279080.00 126200.00
& | Purchase of Preservation Materials 364786.00 364133.00
P | Purchase of Newspapers & Periodicals 14536.00 | 3427422.00 0.00 | 1092688.00
1 | Fellowship to Research Fellows 5324720.00 0.00
2 | Contingency to Research Fellows 170834.00 0.00
3 | Honorarium/Remuneration to PI/RA 555193.00 0.00
4 | Continge 299377.00 | 6350124.00 | 3886734.00 | 3886734.00
Cost:of Replica )z
Cost of Souvenir (Museum) 113641.00 201438.00
Printing of Posters (Museum) 87674.00 201315.00 0.00| 201438.00
Seminar, Workshop for NER 318066.00 762313.00
NER- Internal Project Expenses 429212.00 0.00
| NER- External Project Expenses 79830.00 | 827108.00 0.00 | 762313.00
e soisz600 0001
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Annual Audit Repon 2017- 2018

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Schedules forming part of Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March 2018

Grants given to Institutions /

Organisations

Subsidies given to Institutions /
| Organisations

| on Fixed Loans
On Other Loans

Provisions Wrien Back
Difference in Face Value of FDRs
3 | Arrear Rent

Place : Kolkata H
Dl 16wt 205 TAlok Kanti Bhaumik]
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Significant Accounting Policies, Contingent Liabilities & Notes on Accounts
forming part of Accounts for the year ended 31* March 2018

Schedule - 24
SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

1. Accounting Convention

The financial statements of accounts are prepared under historical cost convention, in
accordance with the applicable Accounting Standards in India and on the accrual method of
accounting, unless otherwise stated.

2, Invento uation

a) Till the previous year (2016-17), pending valuation of the closing stock of printed
publications of the Society at the year end, the value was not shown in the Balance Sheet
and was only reported in the Significant Accounting Policies / Notes on Accounts wlth‘an
estimated value of the closing stock of printed publications. The estimated value of closing
stock of printed publications as reported in 2016-17 was Rs.2,30,000/-. With the‘ instructions
received in the Audit report of 2016-17 for incorporating the value of Closing Stock of
Publications under the head “Current Assets”, title wise value of the closing stock of printed
publications of the Society at printed price as on 31* March 2018 has been ascertained and
the total value thus arrived at (Rs.2,29,26,344.00) has been incorporated under the head
“Current Assets” in the Annual Accounts for the year 2017-18 with corresponding
adjustment by adding to the Capital Fu nd.

b} Conservation & Preservation Materials have been valued at cost.
3. Investme

Deposits with Banks in the form of TDRs (Fixed deposits) are stated at cost. Interest au:r:ﬁd on
such deposits but not due at the year end is shown separately in Balance Sheet under “Loans,

Advances & Other Current Assets”.

4. Fixed Assets

a) Fixed Assets have been accounted at cost of acquisition inclusive of inward freight, duties &
taxes and incidental & direct expenses related to such acquisitions;

b} Fixed Assets are stated at written down value after charging for depreciation.

113
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Significant Accounting Policles, Contingent Liabilities & Notes on Accounts forming part of Accounts for the year ended 31~ March 2018

5. Depreciation

Depreciation on Fixed Assets have been calculated and provided in the accounts on the basis of
written down value of the fixed assets at the rates specified in the Income Tax Act, 1961 and as
applicable for the financial year 2017-18.

6. Government Grants

Grants-in-aid are recognized in accounts as and when the same is realized. A year's unutilized
grant due to underutilization is carried forward and adjusted with next year's grants-in-aid.
Expenditure in excess of grants-in-aid received under a particular head, wherever the case may
be, have been met out of own resources.

7. Accounting for interest on Staff Loan

Interest on Staff Loan has been considered as earning based on realization during the year.
8. Accou for Interest on In ents

Interest earned on investments has been provided on accrual basis.

9. Retirement Benefit

Till 2016-17, Gratuity & Leave Encashment were accounted for in the year of retirement on
actual payment basis. However, following audit instructions vide item no. € (3.1) of the Separate
Audit Report (SAR) dated 12.12.2017 for the year 2016-17 received from the Director General of
Audit (Central), Kolkata and in compliance with Accounting Standard (AS) — 15, provisions for
Gratuity and Leave Encashment have been made in the accounts for the year 2017-18. Pending
actuarial valuation, lump sum provisions have been made to provide for Gratuity (Rs.1.00 Crore)

and Leave Encashment (Rs.1.00 Crore) which is an estimated a
mount that the Society would be
liable to pay to the employees due to retire in the next two financial years, e

o Bicn 2

Place: Kolkata [Alok Kanti Bhaumik]
Date: 10" August 2018 Treasurer (Acting) General Secretary
114 O
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

wmﬁtmw Uabilities & Notes on Accounts forming part of Accounts for the year ended 31° March 2018
Schedule - 25

CONTINGENT LIABILITIES & NOTES ON ACCOUNTS

A. Contingent Liabilities

1. Caims against the Society not acknowledged as debt: Rs.205.59 Lakhs (Previous Year:
Rs.191.57 Lakhs). The details are given at serial number 7 of “Notes on Accounts”.

| 2. Bank Guarantee given by / on behalf of the Society : Nil (Previous Year: Nil)
3. lLetters of Credit opened by Bank on behalf of the Society: Nil (Previous Year: Nil)

B. Notes on Accounts

1. The Society has been set up as an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India and is wholly financed by the Government of India.

2. The Annual Accounts for 2017-18 have been prepared in the Uniform Fo_rmat of Accounts
prescribed for Central Autonomous Bodies in consistency with that of previous years.

3. The Society has been registered u / s 12 AA of the Income Tax Act, 1961 and hence its entire
| income is exempt from Income Tax.

4. The gifted property at 91, Ballygunge Place, Kolkata — 700019 received by the Society during
1995 (gifted by Late Professor S.D.Chatterjee) is being used as Guest House. Due to a
pending litigation pertaining to the property (Title Suit No. 361 of 1999 filed in ﬂ_:e Court of
the 2™ Civil Judge — Ir. Division, Alipore), the value of the property has not been included in
Fixed Assets,

5. Capital Work-in-Progress as on 1% April 2017 was Rs.7,64,50,663.42, There being .nz
additions / adjustments during the year 2017-18, the same amount has been carrie
forward.

6. Investments in the form of Fixed Deposits against Endowment Funds of Rs.TB,TE,ZES.?
have been kept with State bank of India, Park Street Branch as collateral security to ava

overdraft facility as and when required.
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOLKATA

Sigrificant Accounting Policies, Contingent Liabilities & Nates on Accounts forming part of Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2018

7. Pending the audit for the year 2017-18, the claim for audit fees for the year 2017-18 is yet
to be received from the office of the Director General of Audit {central), Kolkata. Under such
circumstances, an amount of Rs.4,00,000/- in lump sum (estimated on the basis of last
vear’s audit fees) has been provided for in the accounts for the year 2017-18.

8. The Society received a “Notice of Demand” from Kolkata Municipal Corporation in July 2006
for payment of pr-::-periy tax in respect of Assessee Nos. 11-063-39-0001-2 & 11-063-39-002-
4, with annual valuation of Rs.5,04,560/- & Rs.3,21,230/- respectively (effective from
01.07.2006). During the period till 31.03.2018, the demand for arrear property tax in respect
of these claims comprising principal amount, penalty and interest, has been increased to
Rs.205.59 Lakhs {Previous Year: Rs.191.57 lakhs). As the matter is being taken up with
Kolkata Municipal Corporation for settlement, no Provision has been made in the accounts
for the same and the claim has been shown as "Contingent Liability®,

{2016-17) were shown with segregation under Plan & Non-Plan. Since such classification has
been discontinued with effect from 2017-18, the previous year's figures under Plan & Non-
Plan have been merged in the accounts of 2017-18. Cnrrespunding figures for the previous
year have been rearra nged and Fegrouped wherever nece ssary.

Place: Kolkata éﬂ]ﬂk Kanti Bhaumik)

Date: 10" August 2018 Treasurer (Acting)
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Socigt MIster of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, Dr. Mahesh Sha

¥ résad L i
entand General Secretary are also on the dais.

rma addressing the staff of the Asiatic
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

Congratulations

Welcome to the Asiatic Society on the occasion of the Annual General Meeting 2017

1

Presentation of Bouquet to Honble Justice Nishita Mhatre, Acti ief Justi i ich € i
5 i . ng Chief Justice alcutt: ' cs507 [sha
Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society. x s S Nt by vy

APICNEER 8

. \ B
e .|
i & -
-

: e Asiatic Society, receivin fr ¢ i I

e e ; .‘ £ Irom Professor Sabyvasachi Basy Roy Choudhury.

. arati E:;::;’;s!ty,rthe: Akademi Iﬁward conferred by West Bengal State Akademi of Dance,
nofthe Convocation of Rabindra Bharati University held on 9th May 2017.
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Visuals

Professor Indranath Choudhuri receiving Rabindra Nath  Professor Binay Bhusan Chaudhuri receiving Pandit lswar
TaEU_rf: Birth Centenary Plague for his outstanding Chandra Vidyasagar Gold Plaque for s uutxu;m!ing
contribution in the field of Indian Literature & Tagore. contribution in the field of Contemporary Social Activities.

Professor A C Bhagabati receiving Annandale Memorial Professor Upendra Baxi receiving Dr. Naresh Chandra
Medal for his outstanding contribution in the field of Sengupta Gold Medal for his uytsmndmg n.:o_nrnhuuqn in the
Anthropology in Asia. field of Society and Law in Ancient and Medieval India.

Professor Suniti Kumar Pathak receiving S C Chakraborty M emorial Medal for his oulsi:,alnt[ijﬂg fx’;“’\’;};ﬁt‘;ﬁ"; ;T!“ :::rit‘
Ancient Indian Languages. Due to illness Prof. Pathak could not attend the A?qn‘u.a II:I:::rLtar} s ?unclion e
Presentation Ceremony of the Asiatic Society. The medal was presented to him T

Bhasa Bhavan, Visva Bharati, Santiniketan on | 3th May 2017.
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Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque
Conferred on Kapila Vatsyayan

A function to confer Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque of the Foreign Secretary, Government of India and Life Trustee,
Asiatic Society on Dr (Mrs) Kapila Vatsyayan for her 11C and Dr S B Chakrabarti. General Secretary, The Asiatic
contribution to International Undersmnding was organised Society, Kolkata, It was also important to see that Hon'ble Dr
at India International Centre, New Delhi on 7* July 2017 Manmohan Singh, Former Prime Minister of India graced
under the Chairmanship of Dr Karan Singh, Member of theoccasion with his presence.

Parliament (Rajya Sabha) who was also conferred with this Dr Chakrabarti handed over the Gold Plaque with a shawl to
award in1991. Along with Dr Karan Singh, on the dais were Dr (Mrs) Kapila Vatsyayan along with a Citation which was
Dr (Mrs) Kapila Vatsyayan, Shri Shyam Saran, Former read outby him. =4

Manmohan Singh greeting Kapila Vatsyayan,

Kapila Vatsyayan receiving the Plaque from
the General Secretary.
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Visuals

Professor Isha Maham ; ; \
sor Isha Mahammad, President of the Society hoisti S i =)
on 15 August, 2017, Society hoisting the National Flag at the premises

mion of the Asiatic Society,

President of the Employees’ L

Professor Pradip Bhattacharya,
pealtoallto strive for excellence.

addressing on the occasion with anap
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. :

Honorable Jurists Interpreting The

A J ~ One-day Seminar
Shri Chittatosh |
Mookerjee,

on
The Dharmasastras
Formert 3 o
LENIRNeENY Socio-Legal Perspective E ‘
Justice,

g @nd Time : 22 Septembar 2017 at 10:00 A M.
{__:'ﬂJC.Ll[[II ”Igh g WITYASAGER HAI | Tha Aciic SAriaty Walkain
Court and q Speakers (from right to left )
Bombay High 5 oo Pradip Kumar Bandyopadhyay, City Civil
MHUELd ] Court, Kolkata; Dr Sambuddha Chakraborty,
vering the g .o Justice, Caleutta High Court & Member

) CEERVANCEOF

| IW‘MF&E&EH. 817 r |
I'#FIIII 1 ! A . .I
iy Lnnggf{pqymmnm’/

The General Secretary administering the
Inavwgural b

2 of The Asiatic Society; Sri Subhro Kamal Vigilance Pledge to the employees of the Society.
Adudress. Mukherjee, Hon'ble Chief Justice. Farnataka b i
High Court.
Hungarian Delegation in the Asiatic Society Swachha Abhiyan

= 3

Delegation from Hungary led by H E C Saba Balough, Research Fellows along with Staff Members led by The

Minister of State for Public Administration, Ministry of General Secretary and the Council Members cleaning and

Furl.‘,ign:-"'i ffairs and Trade of Hun gary visiting the memorial dusting the Perso-Arabic Section ofthe Library,
room of Alexander Csoma de Koros in the old building of '

the Asiatic Society on 9th October 2017,
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{itof St Pranab Mukherjee in the Asiatic Society Foundation Day Celebration

CELEBRATION

|| Monday, 15° January, 2018 at 11 am. Il

et Prans s
:-:,,I:.ri:nbh '.'.-'ly.tkhr:r;cu l..icin ering the first Dr Raja Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Chairman, Mational Education Policy,
jendralala Mitra Memonal Lecture Raman Research Institute, Bangalore delivering Foundation Day
Oration. On the dais (L-R) Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General
Secretary; Professor Isha Mahammad, President and Dr. Sujit
. Thﬁ Asi_atic Society in the 28th session of Kumar Das, Treasurer of the Society. .
[nelnqunH'smw{:Gn ress at Jad ; g Author's Conference on Comprehensive
gress at Jacavpur University History of Modern Bengal : 1700-1950, 3 Volumes

Bhattacharya addressing the authors on the
& conference at the Humayun Kabir Hail on

Professor Sabyasachi
concluding day of th
Fehruary 9th, 2018

Inaugural Session

E;‘;“*DT MBEWA Khanam, PresiduEEth;&siatiu m:i nEBanglndush (in the centre) along with the other dignitanies
€ Asiatic Society, Kolkata and Bangladesh on the dais. i
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Library (Reading Room) of the Asi
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i i qatic Society. Kolkata
Conservation Section of the Asiatic Society
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The Asiatic Society, Kolkata was founded in the
Grand Jury Room of Supreme Court on 15.01.1784.

P
Society’s Own Building (1808)
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SOME OF OUR RECENT PUBLICATIONS
RAMACARITAM |

LY¥F
SANDHY AKARANANDIN

INTRODLCING

Mahayana Buddhism

THE ASLATIC SO0 IETY

/ HISTORY, SCIENCE AND SOCIETY )
IN THE INDIAN CONTEXT
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