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ADMINISTRATOR’S PAGE

Dear Members and Readers!

A very warm welcome to all the members and readers of this month’s Bulletin of
the Society.

Sir William Jones, the distinguished British philologist, jurist, and orientalist, who
founded The Asiatic Society in 1784, was solemnly remembered by the Soc1ety on the
occasion of his 232nd Death Anniversary on =
27 April 2026.

On the occasion of World Book and
Copyright Day, 32 students and 2 faculty
members from Ashoka Hall Girls’ Higher
Secondary School visited The Asiatic Society
on 23 April 2026.

On the occasion of the 165th Birth
Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore, The
Asiatic Society paid its respectful tribute
to the poet, philosopher, educationist, and
visionary whose timeless literary and cultural
legacy continues to inspire and enlighten

humanity aCross generations. Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator,
paying homage to Sir William Jones

A commemorative  programme
marking the 125th Birth Anniversary of
Professor (Dr.) Amiya Chakravarty was
organized on 11 May 2026 at The Asiatic
Society, as a tribute to the distinguished
scholar, poet, and educationist. A one-
day training programme on Manuscript
Survey was conducted on the same day
at The Asiatic Society for representatives
of various institutions under the Ministry
of Culture, Government of India, under
the aegis of the Gyan Bharatam Cluster

Centre.
Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator, On 14 May 2026, a group of 8 students
paying tribute to Rabindranath Tagore accompanied by 1 faculty member from
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OZ of Colors visited The Asiatic Society as part of an educational and cultural
learning experience. The visit provided the participants with an opportunity to explore
one of India’s oldest and most prestigious scholarly institutions, renowned for its rich
collections of rare manuscripts, historical archives, paintings, sculptures, and research
publications.

Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator of The Asiatic Society, delivered
a special online lecture to the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute on 14 May 2026
on the topic 'Al and the Manuscripts'.

An orientation programme for 39 students and 5 faculty members from Rani
Rashmoni Green University was organised by The Asiatic Society on 15 May 2026. A
one-day training programme on manuscript surveying for the officials of Government
of West Bengal was organized on the same day under the initiative of the Gyan
Bharatam Cluster Centre of The Asiatic Society.

On 19 May 2026, The Asiatic Society hosted an educational visit by 23 students and
1 faculty member from the Department of Agriculture, Midnapore City College. The
visit was organized as part of an academic exposure programme aimed at familiarizing
the participants with the Society’s rich heritage, scholarly resources, and museum
collections. During the visit, the students and faculty members had the opportunity
to explore and learn about the historical and cultural significance of the collections
preserved by the Society.

Lieutenant Colonel Anant Sinha, Administrator of The Asiatic Society, briefed
senior officials of the Government of West Bengal on the vision, objectives, and
implementation framework of the Gyan Bharatam initiative. The discussion focused on
manuscript heritage, digitisation, knowledge preservation, institutional collaboration,
and the integration of advanced technologies aimed at strengthening India’s intellectual
and cultural legacy. The interaction also emphasized coordinated efforts in the areas of
research, conservation, and public engagement under the broader framework of Gyan
Bharatam.

Looking forward to your active co-operation and intellectual guidance to run the
Society in future.

I wish you a happy reading.

The Asiatic Society \
Kolkata ”C
Anant Sinha

Lieutenant Colonel
Administrator, The Asiatic Society
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MEETING NOTICE l

§¥ Ministry of Culture
< Government of India

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 1st JUNE 2026 AT 5 P. M. AT THE
ASIATIC SOCIETY, 1 PARK STREET, KOLKATA - 700016
IN HYBRID MODE

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE
MEETING

AGENDA

Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly
General Meeting held on 4th May 2026.
Exhibition of presents made to the Society in May 2026.
Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under
Regulation 49(f).

. The following paper will be read by Dr. Subhrajit Sen:
"The Continuum of Women Poets in Sanskrit Literature: From

Antiquity to Modernity"

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 o .

\/
Anant Sinha
Lieutenant Colonel
Administrator, The Asiatic Society

Dated : 18.05.2026
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The Continuum of Women Poets in Sanskrit
Literature: From Antiquity to Modernity

Subhrajit Sen
Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit
University of Gour Banga

Indian civilisation, deeply rooted in the
spiritual and intellectual heritage of the
Vedas, has consistently upheld knowledge,
culture, and literary expression as
foundational to its identity. Within this vast
and enduring tradition, Sanskrit literature
occupies a central position. While the
contributions of male authors have
been extensively documented, the role
of women as creators, intellectuals, and
transmitters of literary culture remains
comparatively underexplored. This paper
seeks to foreground the continuous and
dynamic contribution of women poets
(kavayitris) in Sanskrit literature from the
Vedic age to the modern era, arguing for a
sustained and evolving tradition of female
literary creativity.

The inquiry begins with the Vedic
period, where women participated
actively in the composition of sacred
literature. The presence of rsikdas or
female seers—such as Lopamudra, Ghos3,
Apala, and Vak Ambhrni—attests to the
intellectual agency of women in early
Indian society. These women, recognised
as mantra-drastris, contributed hymns
to the Rgveda that embody profound
philosophical insight and spiritual
introspection. References in Saunaka’s
Brhaddevata to numerous brahmavadinis
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(27 rsikas) further confirm that women
were not merely passive recipients but
active producers of sacred knowledge.
Their compositions reveal a synthesis
of personal experience and universal
metaphysical vision, thereby establishing
women as equal participants in the earliest
layers of Sanskrit literary tradition.

Transitioning to the classical and
medieval periods, the study examines
women’s engagement with diverse literary
forms, including mahakavya, nataka,
campi, and subhasita literature. Poetesses
and Morika demonstrate remarkable
mastery over poetic expression and
stylistic sophistication. Silabhattarika’s
verses, cited in Kavyaprakasa, exemplify
emotional depth and lyrical refinement,
while Vijjika’'s self-reflexive poetry
challenges conventional aesthetic norms.
The historical mahakavya Madhuravijaya
by Gangadevl stands as a significant
example of female authorship in
courtly literature, combining political
narrative with poetic elegance. Similarly,
Tirumalamba’s campi compositions
illustrate women’s adeptness in handling
complex hybrid literary forms.

In the realm of dramatic literature,
the attribution of the play Kaumudi-
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Mahotsava to Vijaya Bhattarika opens
important discussions regarding female
participation in Sanskrit theatre. Although
debates surrounding authorship persist,
internal textual evidence and scholarly
interpretations suggest a strong possibility
of female creative agency. This challenges
the long-standing assumption that
dramaturgy in Sanskrit was an exclusively
male domain.

The study further explores women'’s
contributions to lyrical and subhasita
traditions, where numerous poetesses—
such as Bhavadevi, Vikatanitamba,
and others—are represented through
scattered yet artistically significant verses
in anthologies and alankara treatises.
These compositions often reveal a
distinctive sensibility characterised by
emotional subtlety (komalatd), empathy,
and experiential authenticity. Far from
being marginal, these voices enrich the
aesthetic diversity of Sanskrit literature
and offer alternative perspectives on
themes such as love, devotion, ethics, and
lived experience.

A critical dimension of this research
involves revisiting normative texts like
the Manusmrti, often interpreted as
restrictive towards women. By situating
such prescriptions within their broader
socio-cultural context, the study argues
for a more nuanced understanding that
recognises both the regulatory and
protective aspects of these frameworks.
The well-known dictum “yatra naryastu
pijyante ramante tatra devatah”
(Manusmrti, 3.56) reflects an idealised
vision of reverence towards women, which
coexists with historical complexities.

Special emphasis is placed on the
transformative 20th and 21st centuries,
where increased education and social

rights have led to a surge in qualitative and

quantitative output. The analysis covers:

e PioneeringModernists: Pandita Kshama
Rao, whose works like Satyagrahagita
mirrored the independence movement
and social reform; Leela Rao Dayalu,
who modernised Sanskrit drama;
and Dr. Rama Chaudhuri, a pioneer of
modern biographical plays.

e Contemporary Voices: Dr. Pushpa
Dikshit’s integration of grammatical
expertise with feminist themes;
Dr. Meera Dwivedi’s realistic
dramatisation of the Kashmir conflict;
and the ‘Anti-Romanticism’ and
psychological nuances explored by
Sahitya Akademi awardee Paramba
Shri Yogamaya.

e Newer Directions: The diversification
of genres into Ghazals (Sanskrita
Mishra), children’s literature
(Durga Parkhi, Pooja Upadhyay),
and massive contemporary epics
like Shruti Kanitkar’s 5,559-verse
Srimatiharitram.

Aims and Objectives

The primary aim of this research
is to establish that female authorship
in Sanskrit is not a series of isolated
historical accidents, but a robust,
unbroken tradition of intellectual agency.
The specific objectives are:

e To Document the Evolutionary
Trajectory: To map the transition of
women’s roles from the Vedic mantra-
drastris (seers) to the classical raja-
kavayitris (court poets) and finally to
modern social critics.

e To Challenge the Masculine
Hegemony of the Canon: To critically
re-examine Sanskrit literary history by
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highlighting lost’ or ‘scattered’ female
voices in Subhdsita anthologies and
Alankara treatises.

e To Analyse Genre Adaptation: To
investigate how women poets have
mastered and modified traditional
forms like Mahakavya, Champi, and
Nataka to express a distinct female
sensibility (Komalata).

e To Evaluate Modern Transformative
Themes: To assess how 20th and
21st century women writers have
repurposed Sanskrit to address
nationalism, feminism, and
psychological realism.

Present Relevance

This study holds significantimportance
in the contemporary academic and social
landscape for several reasons:

e Empowerment through Heritage: By
showcasing the intellectual sovereignty
of ancient rsikds and medieval queens,
the research provides a historical
precedent for modern women’s
leadership and creativity.

e Decolonising and Re-evaluating
Feminism: [t offers an indigenous
‘Indian Feminism’ rooted in Sanskrit
tradition, showing that themes of
agency and social criticism are not
modern Western imports but have
existed since the Vedic era.

e Linguistic Revitalisation: By
highlighting modern works like
Satydgrahagita (1932) or the
contemporary Sanskrit Ghazals, the
study proves that Sanskrit is a ‘living’
language capable of capturing the
complexities of the 21st century lived
experience.
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e Interdisciplinary Impact: The
research bridges the gap between
Classical Indology, Gender Studies, and
Comparative Literature, encouraging
a more inclusive approach to world
literary history.

e Correction of Normative Biases:
It provides a balanced counter-
narrative to the often-cited restrictive
socio-legal frameworks (like those
in Manusmrti), demonstrating that
in practice, women'’s creative and
intellectual pursuits often flourished
alongside or despite these norms.

Methodologically, this study
employs textual analysis, historical
contextualisation, and comparative
literary evaluation. Drawing upon
primary sources ranging from Vedic
hymns to modern literary works, as
well as commentarial and critical
traditions, the research seeks to map a
continuous trajectory of women'’s literary
engagement in Sanskrit.

In conclusion, the history of women
poets in Sanskrit literature is not a
fragmented or incidental phenomenon
but a sustained and evolving continuum
of creativity. Despite socio-historical
constraints and issues of textual
preservation, women have consistently
contributed to the enrichment of Sanskrit
literary culture. The increasing visibility
and diversity of women’s voices in
contemporary Sanskrit writing further
signal a vibrant and promising future.
By bringing these contributions into
sharper scholarly focus, the present study
aims to contribute to a more inclusive
and balanced understanding of Sanskrit
literary history.
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Conservation, Restoration of Heritage:
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu Mandir

Arunendu Banerjee
Life Member, The Asiatic Society

Goswami family in North Calcutta
(Kolkata) has been residing near Hedua
for around three hundred years. They carry
rich Gaudiya Vaishnava cultural heritage.
This family is the direct descendent of
Sri Nityananda Prabhu. Their original
settlement was in Khardaha, Kunja Vatika,
Bengal, in the year 1522, adjacent river
Bhagirathi; Nityananda Prabhu arrived
in Khardaha, after receiving blessings and
advice of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu for
spreading spiritual humanism of Gaudiya
Vaishnava culture. Shyamsundar Mandir
in Khardaha, present West Bengal, was
founded by them for daily worship of
Radha-Gobinda, still in continuity.

One part of Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s
descendants of their same family-
tree is settled in Simle area in North
Calcutta (Kolkata). Goswami family
founded ‘Mahaprabhu Mandir’ with
elegant deities of neem wood idols of
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri
Nityananda Prabhu; and residential
building clustre, Mahaprabhu Bhavana
here. This single storied brick-built
flat roof Heritage Temple of Kolkata’s
Goswami family —“Mahaprabhu Mandir’
is located in, 46, Ramdulal Sarkar Street
(earlier Maniktala Street), North Kolkata,
near Keshub Academy, now around
three hundred years of heritage. Swami
Vivekananda’s ancestral home is nearby.

Due to the building's age and inadequate
maintenance, heritage temple and
adjoining building architecture, structures,
walls, ceiling, roof, floors, rooms, £ari —long
timber beams, darga-short timber beams,
brick-built cylindrical columns, roof tiles
and infrastructural structures suffered
severe damages. Temple and buildings
were in unstable conditions. Suffered with
severe fractured walls, ceiling and floor,
roof settlements; water seepages from
roof caused severe dampness. Severely
fractured load-bearing brick-built high
columns and timber beams supporting
three layers flat terracotta roof tiles with
lime-surki mortar; resulted temple-
building into critical conditions.
Conservation, restoration, retrofitting
work is now undertaken by built-heritage
conservation method of civil, structural,
architectural and environmental
engineering slowly in stages by providing
supporting prop-systems during partwise
restoration work through years due
to structural instability. By sustained
conservation and retrofitting engineering
work, maintaining glorious values of
cultural heritage of temple, idols and
serene  built-heritage  environment;
recently heritage temple and building
have been restored. Brick-built heritage
temple and building architecture, heritage
wooden idols and timber canopy with
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associated infrastructure are now in
original built form with shape architecture.
Author of this article, by technological
and spiritual unity rendered complete
heritage conservation engineering using
experience of heritage conservation work,
ably supported by skilled masons and
artisans.

Broad dimensions of the main temple
is 5.5 m length x 3.65 m wide x 4.572 m
high; adjacent utility room for puja items
is 3.65 m length x 3.65 m wide x 4.572 m
high. Front natdalan, temple court yard is
9 m length x 4 m wide x 4.572 m high.
Around 1.5 metre high neem wood idols
of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri
Nityananda Prabhu are standing in garva
griha — sanctum sanctorum on timber-
built 2 m high decorative wooden elegant
singhasana-timber-built canopy with top
and bottom pedestal with four top and
bottom-sided panels and four decorative
combined circular deco columns. Top
surface is covered with design fabric cloth
shamiana-canopy-cover and back side

Mandir, Temple after restoration

8 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2026

with decorative drop curtain in design
tabric cloth. Idols of Sri Chaitanya and
Sri Nityananda are elegantly sculptured
with neem wood and with Vaishnava
styled yellow ochre-based colouring and
figurative serene images once created by
Bengal’s sutradhar samaj sculptor— artists
probably from Khardaha; and dressed in
dhuti, chadar and wttariya in Vaishnava
style. Regular pujas and rituals in early
morning, day and evening are undertaken
in the temple, with offerings of bhoga
— sacred prasadam and arati— greeting
ceremony with flame of ghee soaked wicks,
conch shell, bell-ringing and chanting.
Tulsi, basil tree in decorative pedestal is
near natdalan, temple courtyard is part of
temple architecture.

Separate bhog-ghar, cooking room of
prasad- devotional offering of sacred food
is around 4m x 4m x 3m high, located
below the high natdalan, temple courtyard
at the level of covered courtyard -10m x
8m x 5m high of the building. Priest room
adjacent to bhog-ghar is 3m x 3m x 3m
high. There are two design-steps, average
W width of 3m and 1.0m
width  from main
courtyard to temple
courtyard. First is in
the main entrance
before entering into
high temple courtyard
- natdalan, from
building  courtyard
level.  Second is
located near bhog-
ghar, cooking room
in building courtyard
level to temple. Level
difference  between
building  courtyard
and the temple floor
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Idols as restored of Sri Chaitanya and
Sri Nityananda in this Mandir, Temple

is around 1.2m high. Temple architecture
is on 600mm thick load-bearing brick
walls and series of load-bearing high brick
circular columns of 350mm diametre.
Existing flooring is red colour Indian
patent stone with decorative borders
and designs have also been restored.
Walls, columns are with lime-surki
based materials. Roof is built by three
layer square terracotta thick tiles- 600 x
600mm x 25mm thick with lime-surki
mortars, supported by timber long beam
(kari) and short beams (barga). Mandir,
temple is painted with lime-based colour,
enamel paints in doors, windows, part
of columns and beams. Decorative half
arch glass skylights on top of double leaf
doors on entry wall of natmandir, sanctum
sanctorum are carrying architectural
glories fitting to temple design. Decorative

arch bid motifs over door-wall are in
combination of ribbed moulded arches
and deco-column designs carrying design
language of built-heritage.

Daily bhog - sacred food ofterings
are undertaken for Sri Chaitanya and
Sri  Nityananda; also for Shaligram
Narayana Shila — sacred stone resting on
ornamented metal sighasana-pedestal,
Jagannath Deva, and Garud. They are also
worshipped with devotion every day in
morning, day and evening with puja. Do/
utsav, Ras utsav, Rath Yatra utsavs, festivals
related to Gaudiya Vaishnava culture
are undertaken regularly in presence of
visitors and devotees, praying for blessings
of Sri Chaitanya and Sri Nityananda.
Potted flowering plants in roof terrace
are the source of puja materials. Old bell
metal utensils, brass lamps, brass bells,
patachitra-painting,  punthi-scriptures,
and old decorative furnitures in the
temple carry heritage values. The heritage
temple and building carry rich and rare
convergence of tangible, intangible and
spiritual heritage — the cultural heritage
of ancient Bengal.

Sri Ramakrishna Dev visited this
temple — Mahaprabhu Mandir to pay his
auspicious respect and devotion to Nemai
and Netai on Durga Saptami, seventh day
of Durga puja in 1881. He also visited
Mahendra Goswami’s residence; present
address is 40/1 Mahendra Goswami
Lane, of this family personally known to
him in the same year during Durga Puja
festival. There is printed record supporting
these auspicious visits of Ramakrishna
Dev in the book published by Udbodhon
of Ramakrishna Mission. (Ref. Book
—  Biswachetanaye Sri  Ramakrishna).
Ramakrishna Dev also visited to witness

the drama, Chaitanyaleela performed by
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renowned actress Binodini
directed by Girish Chandra
Ghosh, accompanying one
member of Goswami family.
Rabindranath visited
several times, this Goswami
family’s mandir and building
clustre. He had close literary
relationships with scholarly
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members of this family -
Atul Krishna Goswami
and Balaichand Goswami.
An  important letter of
Rabindranath  written  to
Balaichand Goswami on 23rd
of Jaishtha, 1311 in Bengali
calendar year i.e. in June, 1904,
has been discovered from
Goswami family’s records. In
this period, Rabindranath was
editing Bangadarshan, he was

-
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struggling with his ashram

school and serious illness of his

daughter, Renuka. In spite of all

personal crisis he was writing Naukadubi
novel and publishing in series in
Bangadarshan. He requested Balaichand
to take responsibility of preparation
of press copy, proof correction and
arranging continuation of this magazine.
Balaichand was very busy writer-scholar
and co-editor of Bangabasi magazine. In
spite of his preoccupation, Balaichand
extended friendly co-operations for
continuation of Bangadarshan in critical
period. This letter of Rabindranath is one
of many letters written to Balaichand
for his timely friendly co-operation for
continuation of Bangadarshan. Goswami
family had long relationship with Tagore
family, earlier they were Vaishnava. Their
women members including Alakasundari
Devi, mother of Dwarkanath had
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Letter of Rabindranath Tagore

spiritual initiation from Ma-Gonsai
of Goswami family. Balaichand was
known Sanskrit scholar, authored many
published books on Puranas, Bhagavat,
and on Bengali grammar. He was present
when Rabindranath delivered lectures on
Swadeshi Samaj in Minerva and Curzon
theatres in 1904. Balaichand raised
some relevant critical questions on this
lecture and got it published in Bangabasi.
Rabindranath  acknowledged relevant
issues raised by Balaichand and thanked
him by writing an separate article as
annexure of this lecture-paper, which got
published in Bangadarshan. (‘Swadeshi
Samaj’, Rabindranath Tagore, Visva-
Bharati).

Rabindranath read his paper on Bangla
Bhasa o Vyakaran in Bangiya Sahitya
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Parishad, presided by Satyendranath Tagore
in 1901. Pramatha Chaudhuri, Haraprasad
Sastri, Brahmabandhav Upadhyay and
Balaichand Goswami participated in the
critical discussions on this paper. Later
this article was published in Bangadarshan,
in the Bengali month of Paush number,
December. (Rabi Jiboni, Vol. 5, Prasanta
Kumar Pal, Ananda Publishers, Kolkata).
Atul Krishna Goswami, son of
Mahendra Goswami, was an eminent
scholar, author of Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat
and books on Vaishnavism, was also
closely known to Rabindranath. He
was invited by Rabindranath in 1901 to
visit with him to Tripura Raj and meet
Radhakishore = Devavarmanikya. Atul
Krishna narrated from Bhagavat and
discussed on life and work of Sri Chaitanya
in presence of Rabindranath in Tripura
Raj. Radhakishore purchased fifty copies
of Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat and Loghu
Bhagabatamrita written by Atul Krishna
Goswami. Rabindranath, Atul Krishna
Goswami and other eminent persons
were also present in the death anniversary
meeting of Vidyasagar at Classic Theatre
presided by Binoy Krishna Dev in 1901.

After the demise of Sri Ramakrishna
in 1886, Balaichand and other members
of Goswami family had organised an
assembly of people from all religions,
irrespective of caste and creed and guided
a procession by composite Gaudiya
Vaishnava culture in his honour following
unification philosophy as living culture
of Ramakrishna Dev from Simle, near
Hedua in North Calcutta (Kolkata).

Nirode Goswami and his wife,
popularly known as Baroma, direct
descendants Sri Nityananda, continued
spiritual-cultural heritage of Mahaprabhu
Mandir and Bhavana through several years
as cultural continuity by their dedicated
service of regular pujas, festivals, academic
activities and temple maintenance work.
After their demise there was long gap
of built-heritage maintenance. Some of
their descendants, after long gap, started
again conservation and restoration work
of temple, idols and buildings, completed
recently. Regular puja, cultural activities
and observations of festivals are in
continuity, following traditional Gaudiya
Vaishnava spiritual-cultural heritage, as
cultural continuity.
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“One should turn to the poet and
fiction writer to learn how to represent
in language the lived presence of
historicality in everyday practice.”
(Partha Chatterjee, The Small Voices of
History: Collected Essays of Ranajit Guha,
Ranikhet, Permanent Black, 2009, 16).
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